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August 27, 2008 
bustler.net 
Curry Stone Design Prize Announces Five Finalists 
 
Lexington, KY, August 26, 2008—An architectural firm that builds homes from sandbags 
in the shantytowns of Cape Town, South Africa, the young inventor of the world’s first 
non-turbine wind-powered generator, and an Indiana-based university professor who 
builds shelters using scavenged materials are among the five finalists for the inaugural 
Curry Stone Design Prize. The winner will be announced Sept. 25, 2008 at the 
IdeaFestival in Louisville, KY. 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design, is awarded every year to breakthrough design solutions with the power and 
potential to improve our lives and the world we live in. Jurors for this year’s prize are 
journalist John Hockenberry, internationally acclaimed architect David Adjaye, designer 
Renny Ramakers; prize founder Clifford Curry; and Michael Speaks, international design 
scholar and dean of University of Kentucky’s College of Design. 
 
“The prize finalists selected this year personify the spirit of ingenuity and resourcefulness 
that designers can bring to solving the world’s most formidable challenges,” said David 
Mohney, Prize Secretary and Curry Stone Chair in Design at the University of Kentucky. 
The prize winner receives an award of $100,000; up to four finalists receive $10,000 
each. Finalists are selected from a pool of nominees submitted by leaders from the 
architecture and design communities. 
 
The prize finalists, who will be officially unveiled on Sept. 13, 2008 at the 11th 
International Venice Architecture Biennale are: 
 
Shawn Frayne, 27, inventor of the Windbelt, the world’s first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator. The technology, which is light enough to hold in your hand, has enormous 
potential to help people in poor communities power lamps, run small vaccine 
refrigerators and charge cell phones for pennies a day. Frayne was inspired to create 
the Windbelt after a visit to a village in Haiti where residents rely on costly kerosene and 
diesel for lack of an electrical grid. 
 

 
Shawn Frayne demonstrates how the Windbelt can light WLEDs. 
 
Wes Janz, 55, architect and associate professor of architecture at Ball State University 
in Indiana and author of the forthcoming book, “One Small Project.” Janz’s practice 
focuses on “leftover places” – the world’s slums and settlements where people build 
shelters from scavenged materials – as sites of innovation and inspiration for architects 
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committed to using their craft for social good. In collaboration with his students and local 
communities, Janz has constructed shelters and pavilions in Argentina, Sri Lanka and 
elsewhere from found materials such as mud and rubble from demolished buildings. 
 

 
Wes Janz: “One person. One architect. One small project. Repeat.” 
 
MMA Architects, whose principals, Luyanda Mpahlwa, 49, and Mphethi Morojele 45, are 
reshaping South Africa’s post-apartheid architectural landscape. MMA’s innovations 
include an ingenious design for low-cost homes in a shantytown outside Cape Town, 
with timber frame and sandbag infill construction that can be built for $6,900. The 
design, which borrows from indigenous mud-and-wattle building techniques, is energy 
efficient and requires little to no electricity or skilled labor to construct. MMA will 
complete 10 such houses by the end of the year with volunteer help from local women in 
the community. 
 

 
Luyanda Mpahlwa explains the design of his 10×10 house. 
 
Marjetica Potr� , 55, an artist and architect who works closely with impoverished 
communities to devise sustainable solutions to quality-of-life dilemmas. A six-month stay 
in the barrios of Caracas, Venezuela, resulted in her design for a “dry toilet” which 
collects human waste and converts it to fertilizer. More recently, she has spent time in 
New Orleans examining the revival of homegrown sustainable practices such as 
rainwater harvesting, which helps collect storm water runoff, restores wetlands and 
prevents flooding. 
 

 
Marjetica Potr� ’s Caracas:House with Extended Territory, 2003, building material, power 
and communications infrastructure. 
 
Antonio Scarponi, 34, an architect based in Venice, Italy whose interdisciplinary projects 
use architecture, multimedia arts and design to “jam” conventional social orders and 
illuminate the social and political lines that unite and divide us. His 2007 interactive 
project, “Dreaming Wall,” was a digitally generated billboard installed in an historic 
Milanese square that displayed randomly chosen real-time text messages sent from 
across the world. 
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Antonio Scarponi’s Dreaming Wall is a tool of cultural, simultaneous and random 
collective communication. 
 
“The Curry Stone Design Prize rewards and encourages innovative uses of design to 
transform the everyday lives of people in Kentucky and around the world,” said Michael 
Speaks, dean of the College of Design. “The idea is to reward great design – urban 
design, architecture, graphic and product design – but also, and perhaps more 
importantly, to expand the very notion of design itself. Design is a means of acting in and 
transforming the world and the Curry Stone Design Prize rewards design that does just 
that.” 
 
About the Curry Stone Design Prize 
The Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional designers based on individual 
merit and the potential to bring their ideas to fruition. The prize focuses on emerging 
design ideas that contribute to the vitality of the world community. These designs may 
improve the human spirit, increase awareness of the environment, or respond to an area 
of need, whether to provide shelter and clean water or address climate change and 
humanitarian crises. The prize is part of a $5.5 million gift to the University of Kentucky 
College of Design from alumnus Clifford Curry and his wife H. Delight Stone of Oregon. 
As the principal architect for William Colson, Curry helped pioneer modern-day 
retirement developments as affordable and livable communities. 
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August 29, 2008  
pointofview blog 
Antonio Scarponi nominated for the Curry Stone Desi gn Prize 
 
Antonio Scarponi , Design and social tools , Public space 
Tags: architecture, art, conceptual devices, Design, Lifetime achievement 
 
Point of view is proud to announce that one of its members, Antonio Scarponi, has been 
nominated for the prestigious Curry Stone Design Prize. 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize is awarded every year to breakthrough design solutions 
with the power and potential to improve our lives and the world we live in. The Curry 
Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional, emerging design innovations that contribute 
to the vitality of the world community”. 
- from the Curry Stone Design Prize website. 
 
Antonio’s practice takes place at the intersection between contemporary art, design, 
architecture and social engagement. Intertwining these discourses creates a framework 
that enables him to engage in the sheer complexity of the societal issues his work deals 
with. It renders Antonio an independent position where he can situate a critical and 
“subversive” practice of imagination. 
 
Since 2004 Antonio has been working - in collaboration with Stefano Massa, Federico 
Pedrini and Antonio De Luca - on the Dreaming Wall project, a public space installation 
originally designed for Milan. It’s a green-coloured UV light sensitive wall that turns white 
when light falls on it. At night it displays text messages send by phone, or submitted on 
the Internet. A computer controlled UV laser beamer projects these text messages that 
last for fifteen minutes on the wall and then dissolve again. The project is a hacking of 
public space; it drifts away from the functionality of everyday life and creates what 
Antonio refers to as “the sub consciousness of a city asleep”.     
 
On a personal level we enjoy working with Antonio, who has a beautiful mind, and a 
critical and passionate attitude that brings energy and innovative ideas into our 
collaboration. 
 
Congratulations! 
 
Read Antonio Scarponi’s posts on Point of view here and visit his website here 
Read an article Antonio recently wrote about his “RIKEA” project. 
The Curry Stone Design Prize. 
And read their article on Antonio’s practice here. 
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September 3, 2008 
Reuters 
New International Design Award for Humanitarian Inn ovation Announces Five 
Finalists 
 
LEXINGTON, Ky., Sept. 3 /PRNewswire/ -- An architectural firm that builds homes from 
sandbags in the shantytowns of Cape Town, South Africa, and the inventor of the world's 
first non-turbine wind-powered generator are among five finalists for the inaugural Curry 
Stone Design Prize. The winner will be announced Sept. 25, 2008 at the IdeaFestival in 
Louisville, Ky. 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design, is awarded annually to breakthrough design solutions that have the power and 
potential to improve our world. This year's prize jurors are journalist John Hockenberry; 
architect David Adjaye; designer Renny Ramakers; prize founder Clifford Curry; and 
Michael Speaks, international design scholar and dean of University of Kentucky's 
College of Design. 
 
"The prize finalists selected this year personify the spirit of ingenuity and resourcefulness 
designers can bring to solving the world's most formidable challenges," said David 
Mohney, Prize Secretary and Curry Stone Chair in Design at the University of Kentucky. 
The prize winner receives a $100,000 award; finalists receive $10,000 each. 
 
The finalists, who will be unveiled on Sept. 13, 2008 at the 11th 
International Venice Architecture Biennale are: Shawn Frayne, inventor of the Windbelt, 
the world's first non-turbine wind-powered generator. Wes Janz, architect and associate 
professor at Ball State University, Indiana, whose work is inspired by the ingenuity of 
slum dwellers who build shelters from scavenged materials. 
 
MMA Architects principals, Luyanda Mphahlwa and Mphethi Morojele, who designed an 
energy-efficient home made using timber and sandbags for infill for a Cape Town family 
that costs just $6,900. 
 
Marjetica Potrc, an artist and architect whose "dry toilet" design, which converts human 
waste to fertilizer, is now used in barrios in Caracas, Venezuela. Antonio Scarponi, an 
architect whose project, "Dreaming Wall," cast text messages on a wall in Milan, uses 
technology and design to "jam" conventional social orders and illuminate the socio-
political lines that unite and divide us. 
The Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional designers based on individual 
merit and the feasibility of their ideas. The prize is part of a $5.5 million gift to the 
University of Kentucky College of Design from alumnus Clifford Curry and his wife H. 
Delight Stone. 
 
SOURCE  University of Kentucky College of Design  
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September 4, 2008 
Architecture Week 
Finalists Named for Global Design Award 
 
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Sept. 4, 2008) � An architectural fir m that builds homes from 
sandbags in the shantytowns of Cape Town, South Africa, the young inventor of the 
world’s first non-turbine wind-powered generator, and an Indiana-based university 
professor who builds shelters using scavenged materials are among the five finalists for 
the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize. The winner will be announced Sept. 25, 2008, 
at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Ky. 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design, is awarded every year to breakthrough design solutions with the power and 
potential to improve our lives and the world we live in. Jurors for this year’s prize are 
journalist John Hockenberry, internationally acclaimed architect David Adjaye, designer 
Renny Ramakers, prize founder Clifford Curry, and Michael Speaks, international design 
scholar and dean of University of Kentucky’s College of Design. 
 
“The prize finalists selected this year personify the spirit of ingenuity and resourcefulness 
that designers can bring to solving the world’s most formidable challenges,” said David 
Mohney, prize secretary and Curry Stone Chair in Design at the University of Kentucky. 
The prize winner receives an award of $100,000; up to four finalists receive $10,000 
each. Finalists are selected from a pool of nominees submitted by leaders from the 
architecture and design communities. 
 
The prize finalists, who will be officially unveiled on Sept. 13, 2008 at the 11th 
International Venice Architecture Biennale are: 
 
Shawn Frayne, 27, inventor of the Windbelt, the world’s first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator. The technology, which is light enough to hold in your hand, has enormous 
potential to help people in poor communities power lamps, run small vaccine 
refrigerators and charge cell phones for pennies a day. Frayne was inspired to create 
the Windbelt after a visit to a village in Haiti where residents rely on costly kerosene and 
diesel for lack of an electrical grid. 
 
Wes Janz, 55, architect and associate professor of architecture at Ball State University 
in Indiana and author of the forthcoming book, “One Small Project.” Janz’s practice 
focuses on “leftover places” – the world’s slums and settlements where people build 
shelters from scavenged materials – as sites of innovation and inspiration for architects 
committed to using their craft for social good. In collaboration with his students and local 
communities, Janz has constructed shelters and pavilions in Argentina, Sri Lanka and 
elsewhere from found materials such as mud and rubble from demolished buildings. 
MMA Architects, whose principals, Luyanda Mphahlwa, 49, and Mphethi Morojele, 45, 
are reshaping South Africa’s post-apartheid architectural landscape. MMA’s innovations 
include an ingenious design for low-cost homes in a shantytown outside Cape Town, 
with timber frame and sandbag infill construction that can be built for $6,900. The 



Page 14 of 116 

design, which borrows from indigenous mud-and-wattle building techniques, is energy 
efficient and requires little to no electricity or skilled labor to construct. MMA will 
complete 10 such houses by the end of the year with volunteer help from local women in 
the community. 
 
Marjetica Potrc, 55, an artist and architect who works closely with impoverished 
communities to devise sustainable solutions to quality-of-life dilemmas. A six-month stay 
in the barrios of Caracas, Venezuela, resulted in her design for a “dry toilet” which 
collects human waste and converts it to fertilizer. More recently, she has spent time in 
New Orleans examining the revival of homegrown sustainable practices such as 
rainwater harvesting, which helps collect storm water runoff, restores wetlands and 
prevents flooding. 
 
Antonio Scarponi, 34, an architect based in Venice, Italy, whose interdisciplinary projects 
use architecture, multimedia arts and design to “jam” conventional social orders and 
illuminate the social and political lines that unite and divide us. His 2007 interactive 
project, “Dreaming Wall,” was a digitally generated billboard installed in an historic 
Milanese square that displayed randomly chosen real-time text messages sent from 
across the world. 
 
“The Curry Stone Design Prize rewards and encourages innovative uses of design to 
transform the everyday lives of people in Kentucky and around the world,” said Michael 
Speaks, dean of the College of Design. “The idea is to reward great design – urban 
design, architecture, graphic and product design – but also, and perhaps more 
importantly, to expand the very notion of design itself. Design is a means of acting in and 
transforming the world and the Curry Stone Design Prize rewards design that does just 
that.” 
 
About the Curry Stone Design Prize 
The Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional designers based on individual 
merit and the potential to bring their ideas to fruition. The prize focuses on emerging 
design ideas that contribute to the vitality of the world community. These designs may 
improve the human spirit, increase awareness of the environment, or respond to an area 
of need, whether to provide shelter and clean water or address climate change and 
humanitarian crises. The prize is part of a $5.5 million gift to the University of Kentucky 
College of Design from alumnus Clifford Curry and his wife H. Delight Stone of Oregon, 
founders of the Curry Stone Foundation. As the principal architect for William Colson, 
Curry helped pioneer modern-day retirement developments as affordable and livable 
communities. 
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September 5, 2008 
ArchNewsNow.com 
Today’s News 
 
•   Weinstein's Words That Build Tip #6: Master a communications tool that generates 
copious variations on your theme. 
 
•   Asia playing catch-up with learning how to give modern makeovers to historic 
buildings. 
 
•   Mays finds a new "jaunty," swaggering tower will "stake a spot for Toronto on the 
international architectural landscape" - and a developer more interested in city-building 
than purse strings (and LEED Silver to boot). 
 
•   King at the groundbreaking of a groundbreaking building to house 7 organizations that 
serve the disabled where Universal Design makes it a model for future non-medical 
buildings. Yale's pick of Stern sparks debate: students seem pleased; some critics 
agree, others don't. 
 
•   KieranTimberlake's Cellophane House is "poised to change the residential 
marketplace." 
 
•   Shortlist for $100,000 University of Kentucky Curry Stone Design Prize breakthrough 
projects that have the "power and potential to improve our lives and the world we live in." 
 
•   AIA National Healthcare Design Award winners. 
 
•   Weekend diversions - and debate: With Palladio, New Palladians, and Corbu on view 
in London, Robert Adam hails start of a classical revolution. 
 
•   Baillieu says it's time to "ditch the mudslinging" - the "old debate about style detracts 
from the very real issue of how to produce an architecture that is progressive and truly 
original." 
 
•   Dyckhoff is disappointed with Design Museum's "Design Cities"; it's "hardly the kind of 
ground-breaking exhibition to lend ballast to its argument that London is today the 
creative capital of the world." 
 
•   Lautner at the Hammer pulls out all the stops (but Schulman growls "it's all 
blueprints!"). 
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•   Rawsthorn on George Nelson as centenary retrospective about to open at Vitra 
Design Museum: his "bold look went beyond future schlock" and his contributions to the 
"Kleenex culture" he despised. 
 
•   New documentary raises question: "If only Charles Correa were Mumbai's chief 
architect. The city might have scored higher on aesthetics and urban planning." 
 
•   Photographer Dermansky on view in NYC presents "a global record of architectural 
structures that address issues of injustice and genocide that people might otherwise 
avoid." 
 
•   Last chance to catch Kapoor's "shiny, curvy work" in Boston. 
 
•   In Australia, a theatrical attempt to bring to life the remarkable but under-recognized 
Margarete Schutte Lihotsky "strains under narrative weight… remarkable events do not 
guarantee memorable theater." 
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September 5, 2008 
Archinect.com 
Curry Stone Design Prize Announces Five Finalists 
 
An architectural firm that builds homes from sandbags in the shantytowns of Cape Town, 
South Africa, the young inventor of the world’s first non-turbine wind-powered generator, 
and an Indiana-based university professor who builds shelters using scavenged 
materials are among the five finalists for the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize. The 
winner will be announced Sept. 25, 2008 at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, KY.  
via Bustler 
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September 05, 2008 
I.D. International Design Magazine 
Innovation in Humanitarian Design Recognized 
by  Barbara Murdoch 
 
Rendering of MMA's 10x10 Jonker House in Cape Town 
 
September 5, 2008. A new international design award administered by the University of 
Kentucky College of Design for innovation on humanitarian projects, the Curry Stone 
Design Prize recently announced its five finalists. They'll be recognized at this month's 
11th International Venice Architecture Biennale, and the winner will be revealed on Sept. 
25th at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky. The jurors for this year’s award included 
journalist John Hockenberry, architect David Adjaye, designer and Droog co-founder 
Renny Ramakers, prize founder Clifford Curry, and Michael Speaks, the dean of the 
university’s College of Design. 
 
They selected the following projects: Cape Town-based MMA for its low-cost (under 
$6,900 budget) 10 x 10 Jonker House; Shawn Frayne’s Windbelt, the first non-turbine 
wind-powered generator, which could help poor communities stay illuminated, keep 
small vaccine refrigerators running, and juice cell phones at minimal cost; Antonio 
Scarponi for his Human World map, which uses arbitrary categories (number of internet 
users, regions where the death penalty is legal) to indicate geographical boundaries in 
order to underscore information that could lead to the development of more sustainable 
behaviors; artist and architect Marjetica Potrc’s Dry Toilet, which, in communities without 
running water, converts waste to fertilizer; and architect and Ball University professor 
Wes Jantz’s ongoing One Small World work with students in Sri Lanka in 2003 to build 
pavilions from found materials, including mud and rubble from demolished campus 
buildings. currystonedesignprize.com, currystone.org 
 
 
Shawn Frayne’s Windbelt, the first non-turbine wind-powered generator 
 
 
Antonio Scarponi's Human World map 
Marjetica Potrc’s Dry Toilet converts waste to fertilizer 
2003 pavilions built from detritus by Wes Janz and students  
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September 5, 2008  
University of Michigan Taubman School of Architectu re 
Alumni Newsletter Updates 
 
Taubman Alumnus Wes Janz a Finalist for the Curry Stone Design Prize 
Wez Janz, a ’95 alumnus of Taubman College, is a finalist of the Curry Stone Design 
Prize from the University of Kentucky College of Design. Wes received his Ph.D. in 
Architecture from the University of Michigan and is now associate professor of 
architecture at Ball State University. 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize, founded by visionary architect Clifford Curry and his wife, 
H. Delight Stone, was created on the belief that designers can be an instrumental force 
for improving peoples’ lives and the state of the world. The goal of the prize is to “make 
the talents of leading designers available to broader segments of society and to inspire 
the next generation of designers to harness their ingenuity and craft for the social good.” 
 
Wes Janz is author of the forthcoming book One Small Project, which was inspired by 
Wes’s past and current work on the living conditions in the working class neighborhoods 
of Bangkok, Buenos Aires, Chicago, Colombo, Delhi, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Los Angeles, 
Mumbai, New Orleans, St. Petersburg, and Singapore. His practice focuses on “leftover 
places” – the world’s slums and settlements where people build shelters from scavenged 
materials – as sites of innovation and inspiration for architects committed to using their 
craft for social good. In collaboration with his students and local communities, Wes has 
constructed shelters and pavilions in Argentina, Sri Lanka, and elsewhere from found 
materials such as mud and rubble from demolished buildings. 
 
Nominees for the Curry Stone Design Prize are selected by an anonymous, rotating 
group of leaders representing broad fields of contemporary design and key individuals 
from other disciplines with global vision. The finalists will be presented at the 11th 
International Venice Architecture Biennale in Venice, Italy, during the week of 
September 11-14, 2008. The winner of the Curry Stone Design Prize will be announced 
on September 25, 2008 at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
Curry Stone Design Prize 
 
Kentucky's Lexington Herald-Leader's announcement 
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September 5, 2008 
Kentucky Herald-Leader 
Finalists announced for $100,000 UK design prize 
Herald-Leader Staff Report 
 
The University of Kentucky announced Thursday the five finalists for the Curry Stone 
Design Prize, awarded to breakthrough projects that have the "power and potential to 
improve our lives and the world we live in." 
 
The finalists include an architectural firm that builds homes from sandbags in Cape 
Town, South Africa; the inventor of the world's first non-turbine, wind-powered generator; 
and an Indiana-based university professor who builds shelters using scavenged 
materials, UK officials said. 
 
The prize winner receives $100,000; up to four finalists receive $10,000 each. 
 
The winner will be announced at the IdeaFestival in Louisville on Sept. 25. UK 
administers the contest and plans to give the award annually. 
 
The finalists will officially be announced Sept. 13 at the 11th International Venice 
Architecture Biennale. 
 
The finalists are: 
 
Shawn Frayne, 27, inventor of the first non-turbine, wind-powered generator. 
 
Wes Janz, 56, architect and associate professor of architecture at Ball State University 
in Indiana, who has constructed shelters from materials such as mud and rubble from 
demolished buildings. 
 
MMA Architects, which has designed low-cost homes in a shantytown outside Cape 
Town. 
 
Marjetica Potrc, 55, an artist and architect who designed a "dry toilet" that collects 
human waste and converts it to fertilizer. 
 
Antonio Scarponi, 34, an architect based in Venice whose interactive project, "Dreaming 
Wall," was a digitally generated billboard. Installed in the Milanese square, it displayed 
real-time text messages from around the world.
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September 5, 2008 
DeZona.com 
Curry Stone Design Prize: The Humanitarian Award 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize is an award for projects that improve living conditions 
around the world in all aspects no matter if it’s about human spirit, environment, or 
respond to an area of need. The idea is to provide resources to nominees who are 
emerging into professional and public consciousness with their work. The award is not 
limited in terms of age. One recipient per year will receive a grant of $100,000. One to 
four other prizes may also be awarded at a level of $10,000 each. The Recipient of the 
2008 Curry Stone Design Prize will be announced at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, 
September 25, at the Kentucky International Convention Center.   
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September 6, 2008 
superblog 
Curry Stone Design Prize Announces Five Finalists 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional designers based on individual 
merit and the potential to bring their ideas to fruition. The prize focuses on emerging 
design ideas that contribute to the vitality of the world community. These designs may 
improve the human spirit, increase awareness of the environment, or respond to an area 
of need, whether to provide shelter and clean water or address climate change and 
humanitarian crises. 
 
Shawn Frayne, 27, inventor of the Windbelt, the world’s first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator. The technology, which is light enough to hold in your hand, has enormous 
potential to help people in poor communities power lamps, run small vaccine 
refrigerators and charge cell phones for pennies a day. Frayne was inspired to create 
the Windbelt after a visit to a village in Haiti where residents rely on costly kerosene and 
diesel for lack of an electrical grid. 
 
Wes Janz, 55, architect and associate professor of architecture at Ball State University 
in Indiana and author of the forthcoming book, “One Small Project.” Janz’s practice 
focuses on “leftover places” – the world’s slums and settlements where people build 
shelters from scavenged materials – as sites of innovation and inspiration for architects 
committed to using their craft for social good. In collaboration with his students and local 
communities, Janz has constructed shelters and pavilions in Argentina, Sri Lanka and 
elsewhere from found materials such as mud and rubble from demolished buildings. 
 
Lexington, KY, August 26, 2008—An architectural firm that builds homes from sandbags 
in the shantytowns of Cape Town, South Africa, the young inventor of the world’s first 
non-turbine wind-powered generator, and an Indiana-based university professor who 
builds shelters using scavenged materials are among the five finalists for the inaugural 
Curry Stone Design Prize. The winner will be announced Sept. 25, 2008 at the 
IdeaFestival in Louisville, KY. 
The Curry Stone Design Prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design, is awarded every year to breakthrough design solutions with the power and 
potential to improve our lives and the world we live in. Jurors for this year’s prize are 
journalist John Hockenberry, internationally acclaimed architect David Adjaye, designer 
Renny Ramakers; prize founder Clifford Curry; and Michael Speaks, international design 
scholar and dean of University of Kentucky’s College of Design. 
 
“The prize finalists selected this year personify the spirit of ingenuity and resourcefulness 
that designers can bring to solving the world’s most formidable challenges,” said David 
Mohney, Prize Secretary and Curry Stone Chair in Design at the University of Kentucky. 
The prize winner receives an award of $100,000; up to four finalists receive $10,000 
each. Finalists are selected from a pool of nominees submitted by leaders from the 
architecture and design communities. 
 
The prize finalists, who will be officially unveiled on Sept. 13, 2008 at the 11th 
International Venice Architecture Biennale are: 
 
Shawn Frayne, 27, inventor of the Windbelt 
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Wes Janz, 55, architect 
 
MMA Architects, whose principals, Luyanda Mpahlwa, 49, and Mphethi Morojele 45, are 
reshaping South Africa’s post-apartheid architectural landscape 
 
Marjetica Potr� , 55, artist and architect 
 
Antonio Scarponi, 34, architect  
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September 9, 2008 
POL OXYGEN 
Curry Stone Finalists 
 
Five finalists are announced for this annual prize of $US100,000. 
1. US Architect Wes Janz constructed pavilions in Sri Lanka from found materials.  
2,3 MMA, 10x10 Jonker House: cost $US6,900 to build this house in a shantytown.  
4 Marjetica Potrc: Dry Toilet, composts human waste into fertiliser, widely used in 
Caracas slums.  
5. Antonio Scarponi: Human World, a conceptual atlas marking such things as countries 
with the death penalty, democracy or high internet usage.  
6:Shawn Frayne: Windbelt. Uses tensioned membranes in a handheld device to capture 
small pockets of wind energy, providing light and power for poor communities. 
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September 9, 2008 
PopularMechanics.com 
5 Designers' Simple Inventions Match Up for Save-th e-World Prize 
By Joe P. Hasler 
 
It's been 35 years since the German economist E.F. Schumacher conceived the term 
"appropriate technology" to explain his assertion that grand solutions may fail to improve 
the daily lives of those they intend to benefit—particularly in the developing world. As 
leaders in the burgeoning field, like MIT's Amy Smith and the Full Belly Project's Jock 
Brandis, have discovered, simpler innovations can often go further, and on the cheap at 
that.  
 
But they're not the only high-tech minds implementing low-tech fixes. This week at the 
IdeaFestival in Louisville, the University of Kentucky's School of Design will bestow its 
inaugural Curry Stone Design prize, which will honor "breakthrough design solutions that 
have the power and potential to improve our world." The winner will receive $100,000, 
and the nomination itself confers $10,000. Here are the recently announced design 
wizards, including one 2007 PM Breakthrough Award Winner, vying for the top award.  
The Idea /// Windbelt | The Innovator /// Shawn Frayne 
 
How It Works /// The world got its first extensive look (with video) at Frayne's Windbelt 
right here almost one year ago: Magnets suspended by a taut membrane oscillate 
between metal coils to create an "aeroelastic flutter," which can replace the typical wind-
fueled rotating turbine on a small scale. The setup is capable of creating energy in even 
the lightest breezes. Frayne's device—inspired by footage from 1940 of winds twisting 
the Tacoma Narrows Bridge in Washington state—can generate 40 milliwatts from 10-
mph gusts, enough to power a lamp or charge a mobile phone at a fraction of the cost of 
traditional energy sources.  
 
Why It Matters /// During a sojourn in Haiti in 2004, Frayne noticed locals using kerosene 
lamps to light their homes. Not only will the Windbelt alleviate the unhealthy and 
unpleasant issue of smoke-filled homes, but Frayne intends to sell it for around $5, 
which is about how much Haitians pay per month for kerosene and other fuels.  
The Idea /// 10x10 Jonker House | The Innovator /// Luyanda Mphahlwa & Mphethi 
Morojele 
 
How it Works /// Design Indaba, a South African design expo, enlisted Mphahlwa and 
Morojele—principals at the Johannesburg firm MMA Architects—to create an innovative 
and practical home for the Jonker family, who reside in the dilapidated Cape Town 
township of Freedom Park. Using a basic timber frame and sandbags for walls, the two 
were able to complete the project for less than $7,000.  
 
Why It Matters /// As post-apartheid South Africa's population continues to swell, 
especially in the crowded shantytowns that surround major cities like Johannesburg, 
Pretoria and Cape Town, the need for safe, livable housing is a serious concern. In fact, 
that sort of housing could be useful beyond South African borders. The two-story Jonker 
home shows that even with limited building materials and money, one-room tin shacks 
aren't the only option.  
The Idea /// One Small Project | The Innovator /// Wes Janz 
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How It Works /// Accompanied by students from Ball State University, professor and 
architect Wes Janz headed to Sri Lanka in 2003 to reconstruct pavilions and structures 
that were destroyed during the still-simmering civil war there. Janz and his students 
relied almost entirely on scavenged construction materials in an effort to kick-start the 
rebuilding process in the war-torn Jaffna peninsula.  
 
Why It Matters /// The One Small Project concept is simple: Take small steps to help 
individuals or families in need, whether they've been displaced by a storm or evicted 
from an informal housing settlement. Lanz hopes to show how individuals working on 
small projects can make massive impacts, especially in the developing parts of the 
world.  
The Idea /// The Dry Toilet | The Innovator /// Marjetica Potrc 
How It Works /// When a neighborhood barely has running water, it seems a shame to 
use any water for flushing toilets. That's why artist and architect Potrc developed the Dry 
Toilet during a six-month stay in the barrios of Caracas, Venezuela. In addition to saving 
water, the toilet functions as a compost heap by converting human waste into organic 
fertilizer. Today, many private homes in the area have Dry Toilets, which are made 
entirely from locally sourced materials.  
 
Why It Matters /// In a city where half the population goes without running water five days 
of the week, the Dry Toilet provides a simple, sustainable solution to a fundamental 
problem. Moreover, the converted waste goes into growing food instead of back into the 
water supply.  
The Idea /// Human World | The Innovator /// Antonio Scarponi 
How It Works /// After witnessing the protests of the 2001 G8 Summit in Genoa, the 
Italian architect Antonio Scarponi set about changing the way globalization is understood 
and depicted graphically, setting aside geographic boundaries and instead focusing on 
the populations within them. The result, Human World, is a collection of themed maps 
that address issues symbolically. A nation's size on the map might indicate the country's 
population, its access to the Internet or its use of capital punishment.  
 
Why It Matters /// Scarponi's Human World renderings are intended as a sort of graphic 
report card, in atlas form, on the human race. They show areas where political and 
ethical progress has been made, and those where there is still work to be done. 
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September 9, 2008  
Designophy 
Five Finalists for Humanitarian Innovation 
 
An architectural firm that builds homes from sandbags in the shantytowns of Cape Town, 
South Africa, and the inventor of the world's first non-turbine wind-powered generator 
are among five finalists for the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize. The winner will be 
announced Sept. 25, 2008 at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Ky. 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design, is awarded annually to breakthrough design solutions that have the power and 
potential to improve our world. This year's prize jurors are journalist John Hockenberry; 
architect David Adjaye; designer Renny Ramakers; prize founder Clifford Curry; and 
Michael Speaks, international design scholar and dean of University of Kentucky's 
College of Design. 
 
"The prize finalists selected this year personify the spirit of ingenuity and resourcefulness 
designers can bring to solving the world's most formidable challenges," said David 
Mohney, Prize Secretary and Curry Stone Chair in Design at the University of Kentucky. 
The prize winner receives a $100,000 award; finalists receive $10,000 each. 
 
The finalists, who will be unveiled on Sept. 13, 2008 at the 11th International Venice 
Architecture Biennale are: 
Shawn Frayne, inventor of the Windbelt, the world's first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator. 
 
Wes Janz, architect and associate professor at Ball State University, Indiana, whose 
work is inspired by the ingenuity of slum dwellers who build shelters from scavenged 
materials. 
 
MMA Architects principals, Luyanda Mphahlwa and Mphethi Morojele, who designed an 
energy-efficient home made using timber and sandbags for infill for a Cape Town family 
that costs just $6,900. 
 
Marjetica Potrc, an artist and architect whose "dry toilet" design, which converts human 
waste to fertilizer, is now used in barrios in Caracas, Venezuela. 
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Antonio Scarponi, an architect whose project, "Dreaming Wall," cast text messages on a 
wall in Milan, uses technology and design to "jam" conventional social orders and 
illuminate the socio-political lines that unite and divide us. 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional designers based on individual 
merit and the feasibility of their ideas. The prize is part of a $5.5 million gift to the 
University of Kentucky College of Design from alumnus Clifford Curry and his wife H. 
Delight Stone. 
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September 11, 2008 
Archiportale.com 
Curry Stone Design Prize 
 
Evento collaterale alla Biennale Architettura 11. Mostra Internazionale di Architettura 
convegno  VENEZIA, dal 11/09/2008 al 14/09/2008 
Il Curry Stone Design Prize, promosso dall'Università del Kentucky, è attribuito ogni 
anno ai progetti di architettura e di design più innovativi e dotati della forza e del 
potenziale necessari al miglioramento delle nostre vite e del nostro mondo. 
 
Alla Biennale Architettura 11 verranno rivelati ufficialmente i nomi dei cinque finalisti del 
premio, nato nella volontà di diffondere l'idea di design come potente strumento 
finalizzato al miglioramento della qualità della vita di ciascuno e di 
promuovere e "democratizzare" i talenti dei nuovi designers. 
 
Il nome del vincitore finale sarà invece indicato il 25 Settembre 2008 all'"IdeaFestival" 
nella città di Louisville, Kentucky. 
Contatti 
Circolo Ufficiali Marina Militare, Castello, 2167 (Fondamenta dell’Arsenale) 
 
Organizzazione: University of Kentucky College of Design 
Link 
http://currystonedesignprize.com/ 
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September 12, 2008 
BusinessExchange (from Treehugger.com) 
Windbelt, Turbine-less Wind Power Device, Finalist For Curry Stone Design Prize  
 
Windbelt (that device on the table...) charging a cell phone. Photo: Humdinger Wind. It 
was nearly a year ago when TreeHugger first reported on the Windbelt , an innovative 
new wind energy technology which eschews turbines altogether. The technology was a 
Popular Mechanics 2007 Breakthrough Award winner but we hadn’t heard too much 
about it since then until now. Shawne Frayne, president of Humdinger Wind Energy and 
the Windbelt’s inventor, is one of five finalists for the Curry ...  
 
TreeHugger. Published on September 12  
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Arkitectum.com (from Architectural Record) 
September 12, 2008 
Curry Stone Design Prize  
 
The five finalists for the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize will be officially announced 
tomorrow at the Venice Biennale’s 11th annual Architecture Exhibition. Founded by 
architect Clifford Curry and his wife, H. Delight Stone, and administered by the University 
of Kentucky (UK) College of Design, the prize will be given each year to an individual or 
group for “exceptional emerging design innovations that contribute positively to living 
circumstances for broad sections of global humanity.” 
 
Modeling itself on the MacArthur Fellowship, the Curry Stone Prize invites an 
anonymous pool of 75 to 100 leading designers and global thinkers to nominate between 
one and three designers each. A jury, comprised this year of an international group of 
five, selects the finalists and the winner. The winner is awarded $100,000, and up to four 
of the finalists receive $10,000 each. The 2008 finalists are Shawn Frayne, Wes Janz, 
MMA Architects, Marjetica Potrc, and Antonio Scarponi. The winner will be announced 
on September 25, at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
The prize aims “to make design more prominent as a tool of social good,” says David 
Mohney, AIA, former dean of the UK College of Design and current Curry Stone Chair in 
Design. As he recalls the donor often saying “design needs to be at the table,” and the 
prize will encourage the public to give it a seat, allow designers to make an impact 
around the world, and inspire future generations to follow in their footsteps. Mohney also 
notes that Michael Speaks, who became dean of the UK College of Design this year, 
plans to build on the prize at his university by developing a graduate or post-graduate 
research area focused on social justice issues. 
 
Award details, along with juror biographies and finalist profiles, are posted at 
www.currystonedesignprize.com. 
 
September 12, 2008 
By Anya Kaplan-Seem  
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September 12, 2008  
Naturalpath.com 
Preview: Curry Stone's Five Finalists in Humanitari an Design 
 
Here's a handful of innovative, human-oriented solutions to start off your weekend. The 
Curry Stone Design Prize, a competition debuted this year by the University of Kentucky 
College of Design, will unveil its 2008 finalists tomorrow at this week's 11th International 
Venice Architecture Biennale in Venice, Italy. 
 
The Curry Stone judges will award $100,000 to the winning creator of an innovation that 
improves human lives. The five finalists are described (in an excerpt from Curry Stone's 
media release), along with pictures of their innovations, below: 
 
Shawn Frayne, inventor of the Windbelt, the world’s first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator. The technology, which is light enough to hold in your hand, has enormous 
potential to help people in poor communities power lamps, run small vaccine 
refrigerators and charge cell phones for pennies a day. 
 
Frayne_windbelt_highres.JPG 
 
Wes Janz, architect and associate professor of architecture at Ball State University in 
Indiana and author of the forthcoming book, "One Small Project." Janz’s practice 
focuses on “leftover places” – the world’s slums and settlements where people build 
shelters from scavenged materials. In collaboration with his students and local 
communities, Janz has constructed shelters and pavilions in Argentina, Sri Lanka and 
elsewhere from found materials such as mud and rubble from demolished buildings. 
 
JANZ_SriLankaPavilions1.JPG 
 
MMA Architects’ innovations include an ingenious design for low-cost homes in a 
shantytown outside Cape Town, whose timber frame and sandbag infill construction can 
be built for $6,900. The design, which borrows from indigenous mud-and-wattle building 
techniques, is energy-efficient, and requires little to no electricity or skilled labor to 
construct. 
 
MMA_10x10DesignIndabaHouse.jpg 
 
Marjetica Potr� , an artist and architect who works closely with impoverished 
communities to devise sustainable solutions to quality-of-life dilemmas, such as a “dry 
toilet” which collects human waste and converts it to fertilizer. More recently, she has 
spent time in New Orleans examining the revival of homegrown sustainable practices 
such as rainwater harvesting, which helps collect run-off storm-water, restores wetlands 
and prevents flooding. 
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POTRC_DryToilet_low.jpg 
 
Antonio Scarponi, an architect based in Venice, Italy uses architecture, multimedia arts 
and design to “jam” the conventional social order and illuminate our shared humanity as 
well as the social and political lines that divide us. His 2007 interactive project, 
“Dreaming Wall,” was a digitally generated billboard installed in an historic Milanese 
square that displayed randomly chosen real-time text messages sent from across the 
world. 
 
dreamingwall.png 
Photos courtesy of the Curry Stone Design Prize. 
(Posted by Julia Levitt in Sustainable Design at 2:52 PM) 
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September 12, 2008 
treehugger.com 
Windbelt, Turbine-less Wind Power Device, Finalist For Curry Stone Design Prize 
by Matthew McDermott 
 

 
Windbelt (that device on the table...) charging a cell phone. Photo: Humdinger Wind. 
It was nearly a year ago when TreeHugger first reported on the Windbelt , an innovative 
new wind energy technology which eschews turbines altogether. The technology was a 
Popular Mechanics 2007 Breakthrough Award winner but we hadn’t heard too much 
about it since then until now.  
 
Shawne Frayne, president of Humdinger Wind Energy and the Windbelt’s inventor, is 
one of five finalists for the Curry Stone Design Prize. He’s up against some stiff 
competition—check out the other Curry Stone finalists— but if he comes out on top 
Frayne will claim a $100,000 prize. We’ll find out on September 25th when the winner is 
announced at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky. For those who missed it the first 
time around, here’s how the Windbelt works: 
 
Aerostatic Flutter Generates Power, Humdinger Wind on the problem and their solution: 
For the past thousand years, wind power has centered around rotation. Rotating dutch 
wind mills for pounding grain, rotating sail designs for pumping water, and most recently 
rotating turbine-based generators for creating electricity. These approaches work fine for 
the macro-applications for which they were originally designed. However, on the small 
scale, rotating systems have big problems. Efficiency losses in gear boxes, decreased 
efficiency of miniaturized airfoils, the need for specialized bearings to reduce wear...all 
lead to system failure in hours, 1% efficiencies, and the need for hurricane speed winds.  
Humdinger’s core technology, the Windbelt generator, gets around these problems by 
putting aside rotation entirely. Instead, we have developed a method by which a taut, 
vibrating membrane, coupled with a no-contact, direct-drive electrical generator, can tap 
the energy of flowing air. The effect we capitalize on is known as aeroelastic flutter, most 
famously exhibited in the Tacoma Narrows bridge collapse.
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September 12, 2008 
Worldchanging.com 
Preview: Curry Stone's Five Finalists in Humanitari an Design 
By Julia Levitt 
 
Here's a handful of innovative, human-oriented solutions to start off your weekend. The 
Curry Stone Design Prize, a competition debuted this year by the University of Kentucky 
College of Design, will unveil its 2008 finalists tomorrow at this week's 11th International 
Venice Architecture Biennale in Venice, Italy.  
 
The Curry Stone judges will award $100,000 to the winning creator of an innovation that 
improves human lives. The five finalists are described (in an excerpt from Curry Stone's 
media release), along with pictures of their innovations, below:  
 
Shawn Frayne, inventor of the Windbelt, the world’s first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator. The technology, which is light enough to hold in your hand, has enormous 
potential to help people in poor communities power lamps, run small vaccine 
refrigerators and charge cell phones for pennies a day. 

 
Wes Janz, architect and associate professor of architecture at Ball State University in 
Indiana and author of the forthcoming book, "One Small Project." Janz’s practice 
focuses on “leftover places” – the world’s slums and settlements where people build 
shelters from scavenged materials. In collaboration with his students and local 
communities, Janz has constructed shelters and pavilions in Argentina, Sri Lanka and 
elsewhere from found materials such as mud and rubble from demolished buildings. 

 
MMA Architects’ innovations include an ingenious design for low-cost homes in a 
shantytown outside Cape Town, whose timber frame and sandbag infill construction can 
be built for $6,900. The design, which borrows from indigenous mud-and-wattle building 
techniques, is energy-efficient, and requires little to no electricity or skilled labor to 
construct. 
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Marjetica Potr� , an artist and architect who works closely with impoverished 
communities to devise sustainable solutions to quality-of-life dilemmas, such as a “dry 
toilet” which collects human waste and converts it to fertilizer. More recently, she has 
spent time in New Orleans examining the revival of homegrown sustainable practices 
such as rainwater harvesting, which helps collect run-off storm-water, restores wetlands 
and prevents flooding. 

 
Antonio Scarponi, an architect based in Venice, Italy uses architecture, multimedia arts 
and design to “jam” the conventional social order and illuminate our shared humanity as 
well as the social and political lines that divide us. His 2007 interactive project, 
“Dreaming Wall,” was a digitally generated billboard installed in an historic Milanese 
square that displayed randomly chosen real-time text messages sent from across the 
world. 

 
Photos courtesy of the Curry Stone Design Prize. 
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September 12, 2008 
Architectural Record 
Finalists for Humanitarian Design Award Announced  
By Anya Kaplan-Seem  
 
The five finalists for the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize will be officially announced 
tomorrow at the Venice Biennale’s 11th annual Architecture Exhibition. Founded by 
architect Clifford Curry and his wife, H. Delight Stone, and administered by the University 
of Kentucky (UK) College of Design, the prize will be given each year to an individual or 
group for “exceptional emerging design innovations that contribute positively to living 
circumstances for broad sections of global humanity.”  
 
Modeling itself on the MacArthur Fellowship, the Curry Stone Prize invites an 
anonymous pool of 75 to 100 leading designers and global thinkers to nominate between 
one and three designers each. A jury, comprised this year of an international group of 
five, selects the finalists and the winner. The winner is awarded $100,000, and up to four 
of the finalists receive $10,000 each. The 2008 finalists are Shawn Frayne, Wes Janz, 
MMA Architects, Marjetica Potrc, and Antonio Scarponi. The winner will be announced 
on September 25, at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
The prize aims “to make design more prominent as a tool of social good,” says David 
Mohney, AIA, former dean of the UK College of Design and current Curry Stone Chair in 
Design. As he recalls the donor often saying “design needs to be at the table,” and the 
prize will encourage the public to give it a seat, allow designers to make an impact 
around the world, and inspire future generations to follow in their footsteps. Mohney also 
notes that Michael Speaks, who became dean of the UK College of Design this year, 
plans to build on the prize at his university by developing a graduate or post-graduate 
research area focused on social justice issues. 
 
Award details, along with juror biographies and finalist profiles, are posted at 
currystonedesignprize.com.  
Permalink: 
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September 13, 2008  

Financial Times 
Trendspotter: Design for humanity 
By Nicholas Spencer  
 
In an environment of slowing economic growth, people might be forgiven for focusing on 
their concerns about paying their mortgages, avoiding redundancy and/or keeping their 
businesses in the black. Yet there are definite signs of a trend for altruism developing. 
This weekend at the 11th Biennale of Architecture in Venice, the five finalists for a new 
annual international humanitarian design prize are being unveiled. The $100,000 Curry 
Stone Design Prize, administered by the University of Kentucky, will honour designers 
and inventors who are tackling the needs of the world’s poorest people. 
On Monday in London, Christie’s, South Kensington, will play host to Heart and Design, 
an event in which 23 one-off pieces by some of the glitterati of the fashion and design 
worlds will be auctioned to raise money for the Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Trust, 
one of the largest specialist heart and lung centres in Europe. 
And in New York on Thursday, Francisco Costa, Alice Temperley and Michael Bastian 
will be among the artists, designers and celebrities who have redesigned the iconic 
Danish Vipp waste bin for a charity auction organised by model Helena Christensen. 
The Financial Times Limited 2008 
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September 13, 2008 
io9.com 
Saving the World One Curry Stone at a Time 
By Nivair H. Gabriel 
1,294 views 
 
We've already got the wheel, the telephone, the iPod, and sliced bread — now it's time 
for an all-new brand of futuristic thinking. This week, at the International Venice 
Architecture Bienniale, the University of Kentucky College of Design unveiled the five 
nominees for the first Curry Stone Design Prize. Like Columbia University's Pulitzer 
Prize or the University of Georgia's Peabody Awards, the Curry Stone Prize is set to 
become a high-profile, prestigious mark of excellence in the design community. Its 
emphasis is on innovations in art and architecture that aren't just nifty toys for rich 
people, but tools to improve the quality of life for as many humans on Earth as possible. 
 
In an April 22 press release, the University of Kentucky News introduced the prize: 
 
"The Curry Stone gift will enable the College of Design to reward and encourage 
innovative uses of design to transform the everyday lives of people—in Kentucky but 
also around the world," says Michael Speaks, dean of the College of Design. 
"Specifically, the gift will fund an annual, international design prize awarded to a 
designer or team of designers whose work has made a significant and positive 
contribution to society. The idea is to reward great design—urban design, architecture, 
graphic and product design—but also, and perhaps more importantly, to expand the very 
notion of design itself. Design is a means of acting in and transforming the world, and 
the Curry Stone Design Prize will reward design that does just that." 
 
Ambitious and awesome — incentives like this are exactly what we need to make the 
21st century more promising than ever. This year's first-ever Curry Stone nominees took 
humanitarian ideas, paired them with technology, and ran. The results are exciting, and 
with the help of a no-strings-attached $100,000 for the winner, they could become 
downright thrilling. 
 
Pictured above is 27-year-old MIT graduate Shawn Frayne, who already won a Popular 
Mechanics Breakthrough Award in 2007 for his Windbelt generator. The generator 
suspends a magnet-covered mylar membrane between two coils; with the aeroelastic 
flutter created by a simple breeze, the generator can harness enough power to run 
lamps, mini-fridges, and cell phones. If you're reading this, you've probably just plugged 
your computer into an AC wall outlet, but that isn't an option for people in Petit Anse, a 
fishing village in Haiti where Frayne spent time in 2004. Its citizens, like those in many 
other communities in the developing world, don't have a giant power plant nearby — so 
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the Windbelt generator is, cornily enough, a windfall. Yet if Frayne's company has its 
way, it will cost only five dollars to build. 
 
While Shawn Frayne powers houses, Ball State University professor Wes Janz will 
happily build them. The structure you see above may look like a fancy country gazebo, 
but its beginnings are quite humble; like all of Janz's projects, it was built from trash. He 
traveled with groups of students and collaborated with locals to erect these recycled 
houses in low-income sections of Los Angeles, Bangkok, Istanbul, Buenos Aires, and 
probably anywhere else you want to guess. He shares his thoughts on architecture 
innovations in his Curry Stone nominee profile: 
 
According to Janz, these "informal pioneers of global urbanism" have much to teach 
contemporary professional architects who have heeded "the same voices, the same 
pieces of architecture, and the same logic systems for too long." As the demand for safe, 
low-cost shelter grows around the world, Janz argues, global citizen-architects have an 
important role to play. 
 
Janz's forthcoming book One Small Project gathers stories from everyone involved with 
revitalizing the nature of architecture in these "leftover spaces." As he keeps working, 
the places we think of as "the projects" will take on a whole new meaning, especially — 
and most crucially — for their inhabitants. 
 
Whether your money's on Frayne, Janz, or any of the other three inventors, there's no 
doubt that the unveiling of the Curry Stone Design Prize winner will be a singular event 
indeed. September 25 will see the announcement of this first award at the Idea Festival 
in Louisville, Kentucky. Even though only one of these nominees will head off with the 
money, it's a pretty safe bet that all of them will keep working to revolutionize the mission 
of modern design. 
 
Images from the Curry Stone Design Prize official website. 
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September 15 2008 
Abitare 
Curry Stone Design Prize Announces Finalists 
 
On Sunday 13.09, at the Venice Biennial, the names of the 5 finalists running for the 
Curry Stone Design Prize were officially announced. The Prize goes to environmentalist 
and sustainable projects, but out of rethoric and in an original way: things between 
architecture and design, reassuring and unexpectedly shaped. While waiting for the 
winner, who will be appointed on September 23rd, here are the 5 finalists: 
 
_Shawn Frayne, inventor of the Windbelt, the world's first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator. 
_Wes Janz, architect and associate professor at Ball State University, Indiana, whose 
work is inspired by the ingenuity of slum dwellers who build shelters from scavenged 
materials. _MMA Architects principals, Luyanda Mphahlwa and Mphethi Morojele, who 
designed an energy-efficient home made using timber and sandbags for infill for aCape 
Town family that costs just $6,900. 
 
_Marjetica Potrc, an artist and architect whose "dry toilet" design, which converts human 
waste to fertilizer, is now used in barrios in Caracas, Venezuela. 
_Antonio Scarponi, an architect whose project, "Dreaming Wall," cast text messages on 
a wall in Milan, uses technology and design to "jam" conventional social orders and 
illuminate the socio-political lines that unite and divide us. 
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September 15, 2008 
The Hub Milano: A Space for People with Ideas 
Antonio Scarponi nominato per il premio Curry Stone  
 
Apprendo dal blog di WorldChanging che il mio amico Antonio Scarponi è stato 
nominato quest’anno come finalista per il premio Curry Stone, che viene offerto ogni 
anno a designers innovativi che creano progetti con il potere di migliorare le nostre vite 
ed il mondo. Il vincitore, che verrà selezionato durante l’XI Biennale dell’Architettura di 
Venezia, otterrà $100.000. 
 
Antonio usa architettura, arti visive e design per stravolgere l’ordine sociale 
convenzionale e mettere a fuoco la nostra umanità condivisa, nonché le linee socio-
politiche che ci separano. Il progetto candidato per il premio Curry Stone si chiama 
Dreaming Wall, ed è un cartellone digitale che è stato sperimentato per la prima volta sul 
lato di un palazzo milanese, a riprova dell’innovazione che permea la città. Il cartellone 
proietta messaggi telefonici inviati dal vivo da tutto il mondo, creando così una sorda 
conversazione multimediale. 
 
Dreaming Wall dovrà battere gli altri 4 finalisti, che sono tutti veramente eccezionali. Tra 
tutti, spiccano Marjetica Potr� , il cui progetto Dry Toilet raccoglie ciò che è solitamente 
destinato alle fogne e lo converte in concime biologico, e Shawn Frane, inventore di 
Windbelt, il primo generatore eolico al mondo che non usa turbine per offrire una fonte 
energetica a basso costo a comunità in paesi in via di sviluppo. 
 
Dreaming Wall è frutto della collaborazione tra Antonio Scarponi e un gruppo di altri miei 
cari amici, tra cui Stefano Massa, Federico Pedrini e Francesco Pannuti di Nethical. 
Aveva collaborato al progetto anche Antonio De Luca, che è tragicamente scomparso 
qualche mese fa in un incidente d’auto, e che sono sicuro sarebbe stato molto fiero della 
nomina. 
 
Auguro ad Antonio un enorme in bocca al lupo! 
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September 16, 2008 
Design Indaba 
MMA Finalist For Humanitarian Design Prize 
   
Architect Luyanda Mpahlwa from MMA Architects has been named one of five finalists in 
the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize for the low-cost housing solution to the Design 
Indaba 10x10 Housing project. 
 
Administered by the University of Kentucky, this new humanitarian design prize of $100 
000 honours designers who are tackling the needs of the world’s poorest. The winner 
will be announced on September 25 at the 11th Biennale of Architecture in Venice. 
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September 17, 2008 
MetroMix Louisville 
Brain Power: A complete guide to Idea Festival 2008  

Like Bonnaroo for brainiacs, Idea Festival brings some of the world's top eggheads 
together to scramble their thoughts. We asked Peter Berkowitz  to handicap the field. 
(All events at the Kentucky International Convention Center, unless noted.) 

Thursday, Sept. 25 

The Big Jam  

8:45-9:45 a.m.  

Nine experts on eight disparate topics, and anyone interested in writing a screenplay or 
time traveling, for example, can participate in any three workshops for 12 minutes each. 
Already, there's too much math involved for my taste. 

Another Day in the Frontal Lobe  

10-11 a.m. 

Katrina Firlik is a neurosurgeon and a writer who will be discussing the human brain. If 
you look at the Idea Fest website, they make a big deal about how she's a woman, and 
how that's apparently rare in her field. The whole thing made my human brain sad two 
times over. 

Creative Space  

11:30 a.m.-12:30 pm.  

People will come together in a public space to hear Mark Beasley speak about how art in 
public spaces can bring people together. Like, heavy, man! 

Puzzled?  

1-2 p.m.  

Arguably the biggest rock star is New York Times puzzlemaster Will Shortz, the NPR 
hunk for the women of a certain age who do crossword puzzles with a pen and don't 
watch TV. Shortz will lead "a rollicking journey into the world of puzzles." (Yes, these 
people use words like "rollicking.") 
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The Rise and Fall of Hyperpowers  

2:30-3:30 

Yale professor Amy Chua will talk about a bunch of history stuff like old empires and 
"implications" they might have for modern times. Sounds like a college class. 

Curry Stone Design Prize  

4-5 p.m.  

Venice Biennale curator Emiliano Gandolfi presents the annual prize for breakthrough 
design solution, then moderates a discussion about design's potential to improve our 
lives. Bonus points if he has an adorable accent! 

At the Movies  

8-9 p.m.  

Screenwriter Jack Epps Jr.'s credits include "Top Gun" and "The Flintstones in Viva 
Rock Vegas," as well as episodes of "Hawaii 5-0" and "Kojak." He probably has a nice 
house and lots of fun stories about the '80s, but could very well have no idea how 
Hollywood now works in the Internet age. 

Friday, Sept. 26 

Idling Technology: Solutions for "Greener" Air  

7:30-8:30 a.m.  

Hey all you morning people, come join Robert Hupfer, R&D director at German 
automotive components giant Webasto, discuss how to make your car's heating and 
cooling systems "green." So rise and shine! 

The Black Swan  

8:45-9:45 a.m.  

Nassim Nicholas Taleb is, among other things, "a philosopher, scholar of randomness, 
essayist, risk-management expert (and) former trader," who will be speaking in circles 
about markets and unpredictability. Try to not sign up for any timeshares while he's 
around. 

Studio Arne Quinze  

10-11 a.m. 

Brad Pitt and Oprah have bought some of sculptor Arne Quinze's works. Why doesn't 
this guy have a show on Bravo yet? Additionally, he'll be presenting "a proposal for a 
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transformative project on Louisville's waterfront." Finally, somebody with a plan for the 
waterfront! 

The Science and Wonder of Magic  

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  

It's Teller, the second-biggest star of the weekend and the silent partner of magic's "bad 
boys," Penn & Teller. The Joe Lieberman look-alike (with a much more pleasant 
demeanor) will speak on a topic close to his heart: Why do people like magic? 

Proust Was a Neuroscientist  

1-2 p.m.  

Seed magazine editor-at-large Jonah Lehrer, a 26-year-old Rhodes Scholar and recent 
graduate of Columbia, will discuss the fact that science isn't everything. Like, art also 
provides answers, too! Sigh … 

BIG: Designs on the Future City  

1-2 p.m.  

An acolyte of Rem Koolhaas, Bjarke Ingels is an architect known for "wildly experimental 
pragmatism." With the old lions like Frank Gehry going into their 80s and 90s, this guy's 
the new wave. It should be an entertaining hour of what-ifs. 

Surviving Rwanda  

2:30-3:30 p.m.  

Immaculee Ilibagiza survived it, wrote a book about it, and now travels the world telling 
people about it. It is not expected that she will discuss "Gossip Girl" or "The Hills" today, 
so please do not ask for her opinion about either. 

A Question of Freedom  

4-5 p.m.  

What does "freedom" actually mean? Let's go back to the dorm and let Suketu Bhavsar, 
Sanford Goldberg, Lori Hartmann-Mahmud and Tiffany Shlain talk over each other. By 
the end of the hour, apparently we will have the correct answer. (Kentucky Center) 

Ninjutsu: The Art of Success  

4-5 p.m.  
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If I'm understanding this correctly, then this is about Ninjas, and how they relate to the 
business world. It sounds more awesome than it really is, unless you live your life like 
Alec Baldwin in "Glengarry Glen Ross." 

The "X" Factor: Who's Buying What and Why  

5:30-8:30 p.m.  

Bridget Brennan discusses how the "X" factor (i.e. women) are making most of the 
purchases now, which is changing how companies have to fool people into buying crap 
these days. (Warning: A long discussion about Sarah Palin has probably been hastily 
added.) 

Vova's World  

9-10 p.m.  

Twenty-one-year-old Vova Galchenko isn't just any juggler. According to Time 
magazine, he is "the best juggler there has ever been." So this won't be your usual 
brainiac session. 

Movies That Changed Your Life  

9:30-11:30 p.m.  

The invaluable Louisville Film Society presents a movie chosen by the people from 170 
choices. The winner, Stanley Kubrick's Cold War-era satire "Dr. Strangelove," will be 
screened. (Brown-Forman Amphitheatre in Waterfront Park) 

Saturday, Sept. 27 

Serious Play  

8:45-9:45 a.m.  

Digital game designer Jane McGonigal will discuss how games and virtual worlds can be 
developed to solve real world problems, even though everyone knows they'll just be 
used for porn eventually. 

The World in Your Pocket  

10:15-11:15 a.m.  

Apparently, John Gauntt (and everyone else but me) believes there is a war going on 
between mobile technology, PCs and TVs as marketing media. I don't think so, guys -- 
you can try to force me to watch "Dexter" on a cell phone, but it's not gonna happen in 
the next decade or three. 

The Physics of NASCAR  
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10:15-11:15 a.m.  

Here's a topic that won't make either half of America happy! Diandra Leslie-Pelecky is a 
physicist who will address topics you've been wanting to discuss, such as, "What do you 
wear to a 1,800-degree gasoline fire?" 

Who Helps Who … and Why? The Nature of Goodness  

11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m.  

Having read this far, you might assume that just because I am, at times, hilarious, that I 
am not also a good person. Well, you are wrong. Still, I would be fascinated to hear what 
U of L biologist Lee Alan Dugatkin has to say about why humans perform acts of 
goodness … when we do, that is. 

The Space Colonization Imperative  

1-2 p.m.  

Princeton astrophysicist (and Louisville native) J. Richard Gott thinks that we are running 
out of time to colonize other planets. Is that a bad thing, really? We don't even do things 
well here -- do we really need to screw things up in space? I mean, seen any Native 
Americans lately? 

Where's The Big Idea?  

2:30-3:30 p.m.  

This is billed as a bull session of Idea Fest celebs who are still hanging around. What? 
Thrown together at the last minute? To replace a cancelled event? How dare you 
suggest that! 

Mozart: An Exploration of Genius  

4-5:30 p.m.  

Dr. Richard Kogan graduated from Julliard and Harvard Medical School, and is a 
psychiatrist and concert pianist. Hey, I'd rather hear more about him than Mozart! Dude's 
got skills, yo! (Kentucky Center) 

Diavolo Dance Theater  

8-9:30 p.m.  

They're dancers, they're good, etc. Whad'ya want from me? It's been a long weekend 
and I'm tired. Enjoy the show. (Brown Theatre) 

For ticket prices and availability, go to IdeaFesti val.com. Note: Free events still 
require you to get a pass. 
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September 17, 2008 
Ideal Festival Blog  
"Food, Water, Shelter. Air: Designers Wanted" - Cur ry Stone Prize 

The title to this post is taken from materials I looked at prior to the announcement of the 
winner of the first Curry Stone Prize for humanitarian design. It sums up what follows. 

Taking a gentle poke at himself by saying he graduated from the University of Kentucky 
"a few years ago," Cliff Curry, describes his inspiration for the prize, how he and David 
Mohney, the former dean of the college of design at the University of Kentucky, were in 
frequent contact over the past couple of years.  They were inspired in part by Cameron 
Sinclair, a participant in the 2007 IdeaFestival. Curry is very brief. 

Mohney, who takes the stage next discusses how the design prize was started 
anonymously. Thirty nominators, who remain, and will remain, a secret, were solicited 
and they proposed several candidates. In July, five finalists were chosen and announced 
at the 11th International Venice Architecture Biennale.  

He says he took great delight in calling them to tell them about a prize they had never 
heard of before. In the background, he adds, you "could hear them googling."  

Micheal Speaks, the new dean of the University of Kentucky College of Design, stands 
up to announce the winner. 

He says that the contribution of design to the world community is invaluabl - it should be 
more valuable. The prize for this award, which will be presented annually at the 
IdeaFestival, is $100,000. There are no strings attached to the money. The winner is 
chosen for his or her ability to bring the idea to life. The winner is:  

MMA Architects and Luyanda Mphahlwa and Mphethi Morojele, who designed an 
energy-efficient home made using timber and sandbags for infill for a Cape Town family 
that costs just $6,900. 

They were unable to attend because of visa issues, but videotaped an acceptance of the 
award, which is shown later. The four other finalists, who are in attendance, are on stage 
to discuss their contributions to humanitarian design.  

Emiliano Gandolfi, who is serving as a moderator for the group, begins by describing 
how architecture is going through a "cultural shift" whereby it "is more than an aesthetic," 
where public spaces are being completely rethought. One billion people - one in five - 
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live in housing that is not fit for humans - and it's an urgent new field for architecture. The 
Curry Stone Prize encourages solutions to these conditions. 

Shawn Frayne, inventor of the Windbelt, the world's first non-turbine wind-powered 
generator, addresses a need to generate electricity from very little wind, without spinning 
turbines, which work well on large scales, but on smaller scales they are very inefficient. 

Much later in response to a question, he says that a vibrating belt to generate electricity 
was the result of a thought process going back to his middle school days. He was partly 
inspired a flag waiving in Haiti, by wind moving across grass. His friends and he were 
just naturally curious about things. He stuck with it, partly because "he was given 
permission."  

"Parents and teachers," he says, "extinguish too much curiosity."  

He says that the prize gets at an important idea: issues related to emerging economies 
affect the whole world. The talent in emerging economies are focused on significant 
challenges like getting really, really cheap electricity. A wind harvesting system meet that 
challenge. It can also power electronic sensors, taking the place of small batteries - 
perfect for applications where a small battery might have been used. Asked about the 
inspiration, he said he wanted to replace kerosene, which dangerous, for one month in a 
home. At one to two dollars per watt, the technology takes turbine power where its never 
been before.  

He compares the advance to solar cells, which can now be printed. It's apt. In contrast, 
with wind, "its been turbines for 80 years."  

Wes Janz, architect and associate professor at Ball State University, Indiana, whose 
work is inspired by the ingenuity of slum dwellers who build shelters from scavenged 
materials, speaks next.  

Showing pictures of mud pavilions, he describes how scavenged materials - sawed tree 
trucks, re-purposed wood pallets - are commonly used. In 2003, Janz became interested 
in what could be done with left-over materials because of the devastation of the Tsunami 
in Sri Lanka. Though Oxfam did a good job, the villagers were relocated inland in places 
that could never be home.  

The prize wants to recognize young emergent voices - these voices are the billions who 
live in the most difficult living condition. They are the designers. His students have them 
for teachers. The destitute have much to say; these are the "emerging voices" the prize 
can respond to.  

He's passionate about learning from the people whose ingenuity have transformed these 
places. 

Emiliano shows some of the projects of the winner, MMA Architects. Luyanda 
Mphahlwa, whose picture is displayed, has a beautiful smile. It must be the reward of 
work well done. 
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In Cape Town, South Africa, the city is still split in two. Found material is used 
extensively. Luyanda discovered that sand could be made of sand, and beams made 
from timber and steel. Sand bags form the wall interiors. The cheaper materials also 
allowed a gain in the home's square footage. The entire house, which is very, very 
modular and extensible, can be built for $6,000. A community building its own houses 
had a transformation effect on the community itself, he stresses. 

Marjetica Potrc, an artist and architect whose "dry toilet" design, which converts human 
waste to fertilizer, which is now used in barrios in Caracas, Venezuela, steps to the 
podium. She references the dry toilet design. It's "participatory design." Why a dry toilet? 

There is no access to running water in this area. The biggest problem in architecture is a 
lack of infrastructure - water, electricity - that most take for granted. In Caracas, the lack 
of water is acute. She also showed some pictures of "power from nature," another of her 
projects, and gives a rousing defense of the freedom to make good choices. 

Antonio Scarponi, an architect whose project, "Dreaming Wall," cast text messages on a 
wall in Milan, uses technology and design to "jam" conventional social orders and to 
illuminate what unites, what divides us, speaks next. He wants to show the power of 
people through communications mediums, which reminds me of Clay Shirky's new book, 
"Here Comes Everybody." 

A video from  appear on video telling the crowd how fulfilling the prize is, what kind of 
difference it will make. He particularly thanks the originators of the design and the 
University of Kentucky as well as the people at MMA Architects.  

He is glad that the prize has found "a small project in Cape Town," and expresses his 
desire to "honor his invitation to Kentucky." I look forward to meeting this inspiring 
person. 

Wayne 
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September 21, 2008 
Courier-Journal 
Kentucky connections bring IdeaFestival home 
By Diane Heilenman 
 
Kentucky connections give a special spin to several IdeaFestival speakers and events at 
the Kentucky International Convention Center this week. 
 
• Mark Beasley of Creative Time talks about the New York City curatorial company that 
has produced strange and wonderful public art projects since 1974 during an 11:30 a.m. 
lunch Thursday. The tag to Louisville has to do with Creative Time's expected 
appointment next week as a consultant to Louisville public art programming through the 
Mayor's Advisory Committee on Public Art. 
 
• The winner of the new $100,000 Curry Stone Design Prize will be announced at 4 p.m. 
Thursday. The award, administered by the University of Kentucky College of Design, is 
for "breakthrough design solutions with the power and potential to improve our lives and 
our world." The prize is based on a $5.5 million bequest from a UK architecture school 
graduate, Clifford Curry, a specialist in retirement housing, and his wife, archaeologist 
and activist Delight Stone of Bend, Ore. 
 
• Belgian crossover designer Arne Quinze, known for furniture as well as large-scale 
urban design sculpture conceived of as civil and social "interventions," gives a 10 a.m. 
talk Friday. He is expected to unveil a drawing for a proposed sculpture/crazy jigsaw of 
timber and nails that would cross the Ohio River at Louisville. 
 
• The exhibition "(de)construction" by Atlanta artist Christopher Hauck, a Louisville 
native, brings his documentation of the Berlin Wall in its final mile-long stretch as a 
display video, audio and text work done with Louisville video artist Theresa Carpenter 
Beames. The display, which runs Tuesday through Saturday, spins around the 
transformative power of art, particularly art that makes or removes barriers. 
 
Note: Laparoscopic pioneer Leonard Shlain of San Francisco, a writer on biological and 
cultural evolution ("Sex, Time, and Power: How Women's Sexuality Shaped Human 
Evolution"), has canceled his 2:30 p.m. Saturday talk due to ill health. The replacement 
session is "Where's the Big Idea," a cross-section of presenters talking about the 
creative process. Refund requests go to Liz LaVigne at elavigne@kstc.com within 14 
calendar days after the close of the IdeaFestival. 
 
Festival admission 
 
For tickets and information, call (866) 966-4607 or visit www.ideafestival.com. 
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September 24, 2008 
The Bluegrass and Beyond Blog 
No shortage of ideas in Kentucky this week 
By Tom Eblen 
 
If you go to the Web site for Idea Kentucky, a big gathering Wednesday in Louisville, 
there’s a link that takes you to the conference’s ground rules. 
 
Click on the link, and this is what you see: 
 
Statements not allowed during discussions 
That’s a crazy idea. 
That will cost too much. 
That won’t work in Kentucky 
 
Those rules set a perfect tone for the six-hour conference at the Muhammad Ali Center. 
And they work equally well for the bigger event taking place in downtown Louisville from 
Thursday through Saturday: The 2008 Idea Festival. 
 
This is the sixth Idea Festival, a now-annual gathering that was started in Lexington in 
2000 by Kris Kimel of the Kentucky Science & Technology Corp. The festival moved to 
Louisville in 2006 because it needed bigger venues and corporate sponsors. 
 
I’ll be attending both events and blogging throughout the day, each day, at The 
Bluegrass & Beyond on www.kentucky.com. 
 
There should be a lot of interesting things to write about, because the Idea Festival each 
year brings some of the world’s smartest and most creative people to Kentucky to 
explain their big ideas and expand the minds of those in the audience. 
 
I love it that the festival links Kentucky with brainpower, creativity and innovation. 
Kentucky isn’t often on the cutting edge, but considering our state’s problems and 
opportunities, now would be a good time to get sharper. 
 
A quarter of Kentuckians smoke. A third are obese. At the current rate of per capita 
income growth, it would take Kentucky 150 years to reach the national average. And 
when it comes to educational performance, we’re just ahead of the bottom third of 
states. 
 
Those are some of the issues that will be discussed at Idea Kentucky. Speakers include 
Gov. Steve Beshear, Kimel and Michael Childress of the Kentucky Long-Term Policy 
Research Center. But much of the conference will be about audience participation and 
group discussion. Maybe some new ideas will emerge. 
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It should be a good warm-up for the Idea Festival, whose speakers range from off the 
charts to off the wall. Unlike Idea Kentucky’s agenda, which seems focused on practical 
ideas for problem-solving, the Idea Festival simply tries to expand your mind. What 
happens after that is up to you. 
 
Speakers include scientific types, such as neurosurgeon Katrina Firlik, author of the 
book Another Day in the Frontal Lobe; Richard Gott, a Princeton University 
astrophysicist who’s originally from Louisville; and Richard Kogan, a distinguished New 
York psychiatrist and award-winning concert pianist. 
 
There are business types, such as pioneering marketers Bridget Brennan and John 
Gauntt. Artistic types such as filmmaker Soozie Eastman, chef Howard Dubrovsky and 
dance artistic director Jacques Heim. And top international architects such as Emiliano 
Gandolfi of Italy and Bjarke Ingels of Denmark. 
 
The University of Kentucky’s College of Design will award the first $100,000 Curry Stone 
Design Prize to someone whose breakthrough design solutions have improved our lives 
and our world. 
 
And then there are speakers from all walks of life and disciplines: Rwanda genocide 
survivor and peace activist Immaculée Ilibagiza; ninjutsu martial-arts master Peter King; 
crossword puzzle master Will Shortz; and Vova Galchenko of Russia, who is perhaps 
the world’s best juggler. 
 
And many more. See the festival’s Web site for more details. And read my blog for 
reports several times each day. 
 
Can’t get to Louisville? There also should be some good ideas bouncing around 
Bluegrass Tomorrow’s “Inno Vision 2018� breakfast Thursday at the Marriott Griffin 
Gate. Speakers include Beshear, Lexington Mayor Jim Newberry and Louisville Mayor 
Jerry Abramson. 
 
The morning-long conference will discuss a comparative analysis of innovation in 22 
metropolitan regions around the country similar to Central Kentucky. For more 
information, call (859) 277-9614 or go to Bluegrass Tomorrow’s Web site. 
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September 24, 2008 
artdaily.org 
Top Thinkers Converge on Louisville for IdeaFestiva l to Discuss Ideas, Stimulate 
 
LOUISVILLE.- From Physics to fast cars, from art to architecture, from Philosophy to 
film, from music to marketing – no topic is off limits at the IdeaFestival, in Louisville 
September 25-27. This world-class event attracts leading and highly diverse thinkers 
from around the globe to explore and celebrate innovation, imagination and cutting-edge 
ideas. Though IdeaFestival (IF) is similar to other events across the nation, its efforts to 
remain accessible make it the rare public event that offers people the opportunity to 
witness some of the greatest thinkers of the modern era. Tickets for the event can be 
purchased at www.ideafestival.com. 
 
Founded in 2000, IF creates the future with ideas and breakthrough thinking. The 
Festival is designed to appeal to a broad cross-section of people, and accomplishes this 
feat with a number of high caliber speakers and presenters in a variety of fields, 
including science, the arts, design, business, film, technology, and education. Unlike 
other similarly themed events across the country, generous corporate support allows for 
a level of accessibility rarely seen at such events. Tickets are reasonably priced, with 
some events offered at no charge. 
 
Several speakers are literally “ahead of their time” and are just beginning to make 
waves. Jane McGonigal, a game designer, future forecaster, and professor at UC 
Berkeley, is one of more than 30 presenters who plan to discuss their innovative ideas, 
products, and creative endeavors at this year’s IF. She is pioneering the use of 
massively-collaborative games to build communities that will improve the future and 
solve its problems. Her project, World Without Oil, is the first alternate reality game 
designed to solve real-world issues. 
 
Richard Kogan has similarly devoted his career to solving global concerns using novel 
and revolutionary concepts, though his focus lies in medical and psychiatric ailments. A 
world class concert pianist and psychiatrist, Kogan has gained international renown for 
his groundbreaking work on the connections between music and healing. 
 
And if anyone thinks juggling all these great ideas is a challenge, then they should go 
see Vovo Galchenko, considered the world’s greatest juggler, who views his craft more 
as an art form while traditionally it has been considered a novelty act. 
 
In addition to thought-provoking speakers, IdeaFestival will include a number of ground-
breaking events, such as the presentation of the first Curry Stone Design Prize, a 
$100,000 international prize administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design. Named for University of Kentucky alumnus Clifford Curry and his wife H. Delight 
Stone of Oregon, the award recognizes exceptional designers based on individual merit 
and the potential to bring their ideas to fruition. The prize focuses on emerging design 
ideas that contribute to the world community. The finalists were named on September 13 
at the 11th International Venice Architectural Biennale. The winner will be announced on 
Thursday, September 25 at the IdeaFestival. 
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IdeaFestival started in Lexington in 2000 and moved to Louisville in 2006. Since then, 
attendance has gradually grown, and various satellite events such as a film series 
featuring movies that changed people’s lives and blindfolded dining events have 
extended the Festival’s reach beyond a once a year event. 
 
According to Mayor Jerry Abramson, IdeaFestival makes perfect sense in Louisville. 
"Louisville is a city of big ideas,” he said. “And nothing embodies that more than Idea 
Festival.” 
 
IdeaFestival will also include two major food-related events. The Main Course @ 
IdeaFestival will consist of a large outdoor dining event on Louisville’s Main Street with 
locally grown food and produce served by nearby farms. Also, the popular Taste of 
Innovation event promises to gather area chefs and restaurants to explore the latest 
trends in food technology and more. 
 
New this year is IdeaKentucky, taking place before the official beginning of IdeaFestival 
on Wednesday, September 24. With a kick-off from Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear, 
the event will harness the objectives and energy of IdeaFestival – with a unique 
emphasis on innovation in Kentucky. 
 
“Though the speakers and presenters may be diverse in their ideas and areas of 
expertise, all embrace IdeaFestival’s primary goal -- to promote creative thinking by the 
masses,” said Kris Kimel, founder of IdeaFestival. “In today’s global economy, innovation 
is the key to education, success and making the world a better place. And it starts right 
here in Kentucky at IdeaFestival.” 
 
Founded in 2000, the IdeaFestival (IF) is a world-class event that attracts leading and 
highly diverse thinkers from across the nation and around the globe to explore and 
celebrate innovation, imagination and cutting-edge ideas. The IdeaFestival is a unique 
non-linear program designed to discuss and "connect" important ideas in science, the 
arts, design, business, film, technology, education, etc. Presenters are selected for their 
ideas, achievements, and their ability to communicate to a wideranging audience. 
Because the answers are everywhere, IF promotes out-of-the-box thinking and 
crossfertilization of knowledge as a means toward the development of innovative ideas, 
products and creative endeavors. Creative people, organizations and companies 
understand that breakthroughs and transformational innovation require a mix of ideas 
and perspectives as well as the ability to successfully integrate and translate diverse 
knowledge. The IdeaFestival occupies a unique space by providing a stage on which to 
explore innovation, and cutting-edge ideas across a range of fields... as well as the 
strategic tools needed to "see", synthesize and apply this knowledge in dynamic new 
ways. 
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September 25, 2008 
Reuters 
South African Architecture Firm Named Winner of Ina ugural International Design 
Award 
 
Thu Sep 25, 2008 12:00pm EDT 
  
South African Architecture Firm Named Winner of Inaugural International Design Award 
for Humanitarian Innovation 
 
MMA Architects Awarded Curry Stone Design Prize at IdeaFestival  
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky., Sept. 25 /PRNewswire/ -- A South African architectural firm whose 
ingenious, yet simple design re-envisions low-income housing for a Cape Town 
shantytown, was named the winner of the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize at the 
IdeaFestival in Louisville, Ky. on Sept. 25, 2008. 
 
MMA Architects' principals, Luyanda Mpahlwa and Mphethi Morojele will receive the 
$100,000 prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of Design. The prize 
is given annually to breakthrough design solutions with the power and potential to 
improve our lives and the world we live in. 
 
This year's prize jurors -- journalist John Hockenberry; architect David Adjaye; designer 
Renny Ramakers; prize founder Clifford Curry; and Michael Speaks, design scholar and 
dean of University of Kentucky's College of Design-- praised MMA's work as "absolutely 
brilliant" and "super-intelligent."  
 
Jurors singled out MMA's design for a single-family home, which leveraged a modest 
budget - equivalent to $6,900 - by borrowing elements from indigenous mud-and-wattle 
building techniques. Their two-story frame, made from timber and sandbag infill 
construction, is both energy efficient and requires little to no electricity or skilled labor to 
construct. MMA will complete 10 such houses by the end of the year.  
 
Jurors commended MMA for creating an easily scalable prototype that can be built with 
unskilled labor from the local community: "The designers understand that the process 
facilitates people making these projects."  
 
Morojele was curator of the first South African exhibit at the 10th International 
Architecture Exhibition at the 2006 Venice Biennale. He was creative director for both 
the South African Embassy in Berlin and the South African Embassy in Ethiopia. 
Mpahlwa, who was incarcerated for anti-apartheid political activities in 1980, currently 
serves as a technical advisor for the construction of all 10 stadiums for the International 
Federation of Association Football 2010 World Cup in South Africa. 
 
The prize finalists, Shawn Frayne, Wes Janz, Marjetica Potrc, and Antonio Scarponi, will 
each receive $10,000. 
 
About the Curry Stone Design Prize 
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The Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional designers based on individual 
merit and the potential to bring their ideas to fruition. The prize is part of a $5.5 million 
gift to the University of Kentucky College of Design from alumnus Clifford Curry and his 
wife H. Delight Stone.  
 
SOURCE University of Kentucky College of Design 
© Thomson Reuters 2008 All rights reserved 
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September 25, 2008 
Archinect 
MMA Scoops Currystone. US refuses visa for winner.  
 
Today South African firm MMA scoops the $100,000 Currystone Prize for their 
innovative low income housing in Cape Town. Unfortunately the United States 
government had refused Luyanda Mpahlwa a visa to attend todays award ceremony. 
The reason - he had been imprisoned for his anti-apartheid work in South Africa many 
years ago. Eyewitness coverage in the forum | Finalists
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September 25, 2008 
Archinect 
Curry Stone Prize-Idea Festival Louisville 
 
Steven Ward  
Total Entries: 44 Total Comments: 8244 
 
Reposted from the ideafestival instant blog: http://ideafestival.typepad.com/my_weblog/ 
the winners of the 1st annual curry stone prize were mma architects of south africa, 
accepted via video by luyanda mphahlwa, principal. 

 
but i'll get back to that. rushing from work, i got there 
just as things were starting. neither got a particularly 
good seat, nor got to visit with anyone before the 
event began. my vantage point was better for the 
big screens than the speakers themselves, so some 
of the pix here are from the screen. sorry.  
 
i'll also forego descriptions of the work, because you 
can find that elsewhere. the blurbs above from the 
almost-real-time blogging the festival is doing are 

pretty good, too. i'll just give the rundown to give context for my (not-so-good-but-
serviceable) pictures.  
 
dean mohney introduced the prize and what it was about but quickly passed the baton to 
cliff curry who described the creation of the award to the audience. 
 
dean michael speaks then gave the formal description of the award mission and 

announced the 

winner. 
 
 
 
 
emiliano gandolfi began a discussion, describing the importance of this prize in the 
context of a 21stC world demographic condition and the growing concentration of urban 
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peoples in informal settlements rather than the 20thC formal urban condition, then 
inviting each finalist to describe the recognized work as precursor to a panel discussion.  
shawn frayne was first, introducing his invention, the windbelt, and the company, 
humdinger, that he has built around it.  
next up, wes janz, describing his work taking students to places in distress, engaging 
with the communities, and helping start their road to making good, livable shelter 
 
 
moderator gandolfi gave a presentation of the work of the winners, mma: again, 
community-built and community-building housing construction using local available 
materials.  
 
marjetica potrc described projects both in venezuela and detroit, both about finding out 
what needs communities had and bringing those local agendas to fruition. example 
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projects: a community dry toilet in caracas and wind power for an urban high-school/farm 
run by single mothers in detroit.  

 
favorite quote: 'freedom, instead of the opportunity to choose a product or an object, in 
the 21st century, should mean freedom to choose a responsibility.'  
 
last was antonio scarponi exhibiting his 'information design' projects, some of which are 
based on what wired mag might call crowd-harvesting. he presented mapping that had 
been manipulated to illustrate relative populations relative to different phenomena, rather 
than the typical relationship of information mapped on a land-mass that has no relation 
to how many people it affects. example: a map of internet connection, in which a pixel is 
1000 people - usa looms large, africa almost disappears. his 'dreaming wall' is a real-
time, uncensored urban message board for global messaging.  
 
in the ensuing discussion many topics related to infrastructure, housing, the power of 
people when given access to communication media, etc, were discussed.  great 
comment from wes janz: 'designers like to talk about changing things, change - in some 
cases MASSIVE CHANGE - in how we might live our lives. but i challenge my students 
to think about what dramatic change would actually mean in their own lives. how might 
they feel about that?'  finally, the gracious video acceptance from mr mphahlwa. 

 
aaaaaand - at this point 
i had to leave to meet 
my girls. a great event, 
not much new 
information for 
designers who have 
tended to talk about a 
lot of these issues for a 
while (especially those 

of us familiar with cameron/afh) but a good 
exhibition of people who are not just talking 
but doing - committing their lives and their 
talents to ideas for meaningful 
improvements in the lives of people, not 
just change for the sake of change. 
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September 25, 2008 
Idea Festival Blog  
Design Should Focus on People 
 
Greetings-- this is Ben Thomas, the founder of Louisville Geek Dinner.  I'm spending 
most of the Idea Festival behind my camera, but will be blogging several sessions.  I 
attended the Curry Stone Design Prize.  It excites me because I've been interested in 
architecture and design since I was a kid. 

When the lights dimmed, the Curry Stone Design Prize  was introduced to the Idea 
Festival audience.  It is an annual award that was created by Cliff Curry and Delight 
Stone to promote "design innovations that contribute positively to living circumstances 
for broad selections of humanity."  The winner receives a grant of $100,000 and one to 
four finalist may be awarded up to $10,000 each.  There are no strings attached except 
that the recipient is expected to return the following year to give a presentation covering 
recent advancements. 

As noted in Wayne's previous post, the winner of the first annual Curry Stone Design 
Prize is MMA Architects.  
They are a South African Architecture Firm that designed low cost energy-efficient 
homes using primarily sandbags and timber.  Luyanda Mphahlwa from MMA Architects 
was unable to attend, but gave an inspiring video message showing the work they've 
already been able to complete and vision for the future.   

As someone who has long appreciated design, I was thrilled to see recognition given to 
those who are using architecture and industrial design to find elegant solutions to difficult 
problems.  Design is best when it addresses urgencies in life and is initiated by focusing 
on people.  Ideas should flow from the bottom up and it is the role of the designer to 
uncover those ideas.   

For me, one of the most compelling parts of the session was when Shawn Frayne (27) of 
Humdinger Wind Energy demonstrated the Windbelt, a micro device used to covert 
vibrations generated from wind into an electrical charge.  It was originally created to 
replace kerosene lanterns in Haiti.  The Windbelt is an enabling technology that has the 
potential to power any portable device that currently uses batteries.  It was designed to 
generate 1-10 watts at roughly $2-$4 per watt.  This is an innovation in wind power that 
moves beyond turbines and works on a micro scale. 

An attendee asked him, 'How did you think of the Windbelt; are you a genius?'  Shawn 
humbly replied, "I don't believe in geniuses."  He said that the Windbelt is the result of 15 
years of hard work.  He has been working on the problem since middle school.  Jokingly, 
he said that the first 10 years were used to come up with 100 solutions to the problem, 
and the next five years were used to eliminate 99 of them.  The Windbelt idea resurfaced 
when he saw a flag flapping in the wind in Haiti.   

After the session, I took a few minutes to catch up with Shawn to discuss the ingenuity 
that can only be found in developing nations.  Last April I took a trip to Cambodia and 
noticed immediately that the Cambodian people have the keen ability to turn any piece 
of scrap into something useful.  Shawn spoke of similar observations in Haiti and said 
that "harder problems make for better inventions." 
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Overall, my key take away from this session is that design must focus on people .  
Elegant designs are developed when problems are framed properly.  Focus on the 
immediate needs of people, understand differences in culture, use locally available 
material, and involve all stakeholders in the design process.   

"Design should not be based on formal principles, but always on an idea of society." 

Cheers, 
Ben Thomas
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September 25, 2008 
Architectural Record 
Winner of do-good design award announced today 
by Jenna McKnight 

MMA Architects, a South African firm, has won the inaugural Curry Prize, a humanitarian 
design award (RECORD, Sept. 12) established by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design and architect Clifford Curry and his wife, H. Delight Stone. The winner was 
announced today at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
According to jurors, the firm won the $100,000 prize for its “ingenious yet simple” design 
of a single-family home built for under $7,000 in a poor community in Cape Town. 
Similar to the mud-and-wattle type of construction found in indigenous buildings, MMA’s 
Indaba House features a two-story timber frame with sandbag infill. Erecting it requires 
little or no electricity or skilled labor. The firm expects to complete 10 of these dwellings 
by the end of this year, with the help of local women.  
 
Luyanda Mpahlwa, 49, and Mphethi Morojele, 45, are principals of MMA, one of the few 
black-owned firms in South Africa. Other MMA projects include the South African 
Embassy in Berlin (2003) and a cultural heritage project in Pretoria to commemorate 
apartheid victims. According to a press release, Mpahlwa was incarcerated for anti-
apartheid political activities in 1980. 
 
The jurors for this year’s Curry Prize were as follows: journalist John Hockenberry; 
architect David Adjaye; designer Renny Ramakers; prize founder Clifford Curry; and 
Michael Speaks, dean of UK’s College of Design.  
 
David Mohney, prize secretary and Curry Stone Chair in Design, says the sandbag 
house “shows what can be done with simple materials and a sensitive eye to what local 
people need, as well as what they bring to the table.” He adds: “Their ideas are exactly 
the kind that the Curry Stone Design Prize hopes to promote and encourage in the 
broader field of design, because now, more than ever, the world needs them.” 

Indaba House; photo courtesy Curry Stone Design Prize   
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September 25, 2008 
The Bluegrass and Beyond Blog 
South Africans Win First $100,000 Design Prize 
By Tom Eblen 
 
A South African architecture firm that has pioneered simple, affordable housing that poor 
Capetown families can largely build themselves has won the first $100,000 Curry Stone 
Design Prize. 
 
The new prize, administered by the University of Kentucky’s College of Design, is 
intended to recognize breakthrough work being done around the world that uses design 
to accomplish humanitarian goals. 
 
MMA Architects of Capetown is headed by Luyanda Mpahlwa, 49, and Mphethi 
Morojele, 45. It came up with a design for a house made of timber supports and 
sandbags that a family can construct for about $7,000.  The firm is helping a Capetown 
neighborhood build the structures. 
 
MMA Architects was one of five finalists for the award, and the only one not able to 
attend the announcement today at the Idea Festival in Louisville. Because of post-911 
security, Mpahlwa was unable to get a U.S. visa because he had been imprisoned years 
ago when blacks were resisting white rule in South Africa. 
 
The other finalists, who will receive $10,000 prizes, are Shawn Frayne, inventor of the 
world’s first non-turbine wind-powered generator; Wes Janz, architect and associate 
professor of architecture at Ball State University in Indiana; artist and architect Marjetica 
Potre; and Antonio Scarponi, an Italian architect and multimedia artist.  All have used 
design to help solve health and housing problems in poor, developing parts of the world. 
Click here to view videos of each finalist’s work. 
 
Clifford Curry, co-founder of the prize, said there are no restrictions on how the winners 
use the prize money. 
 
“The concept is they can do whatever they darn well please,” he said. “These are 
motivated people. I want them to figure that out.” 
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September 25, 2008 
MarketWatch 
South African Architecture Firm Named Winner of Ina ugural International Design 
Award for Humanitarian Innovation 
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky., Sept 25, 2008 /PRNewswire via COMTEX/ -- MMA Architects 
Awarded Curry Stone Design Prize at IdeaFestival  
 
A South African architectural firm whose ingenious, yet simple design re-envisions low-
income housing for a Cape Town shantytown, was named the winner of the inaugural 
Curry Stone Design Prize at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Ky. on Sept. 25, 2008.  
MMA Architects' principals, Luyanda Mpahlwa and Mphethi Morojele will receive the 
$100,000 prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of Design. The prize 
is given annually to breakthrough design solutions with the power and potential to 
improve our lives and the world we live in.  
 
This year's prize jurors -- journalist John Hockenberry; architect David Adjaye; designer 
Renny Ramakers; prize founder Clifford Curry; and Michael Speaks, design scholar and 
dean of University of Kentucky's College of Design -- praised MMA's work as "absolutely 
brilliant" and "super-intelligent."  
 
Jurors singled out MMA's design for a single-family home, which leveraged a modest 
budget - equivalent to $6,900 - by borrowing elements from indigenous mud-and-wattle 
building techniques. Their two-story frame, made from timber and sandbag infill 
construction, is both energy efficient and requires little to no electricity or skilled labor to 
construct. MMA will complete 10 such houses by the end of the year.  
 
Jurors commended MMA for creating an easily scalable prototype that can be built with 
unskilled labor from the local community: "The designers understand that the process 
facilitates people making these projects."  
 
Morojele was curator of the first South African exhibit at the 10th International 
Architecture Exhibition at the 2006 Venice Biennale. He was creative director for both 
the South African Embassy in Berlin and the South African Embassy in Ethiopia. 
Mpahlwa, who was incarcerated for anti-apartheid political activities in 1980, currently 
serves as a technical advisor for the construction of all 10 stadiums for the International 
Federation of Association Football 2010 World Cup in South Africa. The prize finalists, 
Shawn Frayne, Wes Janz, Marjetica Potrc, and Antonio Scarponi, will each receive 
$10,000.  
 
About the Curry Stone Design Prize  
The Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes exceptional designers based on individual 
merit and the potential to bring their ideas to fruition. The prize is part of a $5.5 million 
gift to the University of Kentucky College of Design from alumnus Clifford Curry and his 
wife H. Delight Stone.  
SOURCE University of Kentucky College of Design  
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September 25, 2008 
The Courier-Journal  
South African architects honored 
By Diane Heilenman 

MMA Architects Luyanda Mphahlwa, 49, and Mphethi Morojele, 45, South African 
innovators for low-cost homes in the post-apartheid world, were named winners of the 
new $100,000 Curry Stone Design Prize for humanitarian innovation today during the 
IdeaFestival in Louisville. 
 
The other four finalists, who each won $10,000, will be part of IdeaFestival presentations 
about the Curry Stone Design Award at 4 p.m. today in Louisville’s Kentucky 
International Convention Center, 221 S. Fourth St. 
 
The award, in its first year, is administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design for “breakthrough design solutions with the power and potential to improve our 
lives and our world.” The prize is based on a $5.5 million bequest from a UK architecture 
school graduate, Clifford Curry, a specialist in retirement housing, and his wife, 
archaeologist and activist Delight Stone of Bend, Oregon. 
 
The other finalists are: 
 
Shawn Frayne, 28, inventor of the Windbelt, a non-turbine wind-powered generator;  
 
Wes Janz, 55, associate professor of architecture at Ball State University, who 
constructs small projects in leftover places, such as the world’s slums and settlements;  
 
Marjetica Potrc, 55, artist and architect who works with impoverished communities for 
sustainable solutions, such as dry toilets and rainwater harvesting; 
 
Antonio Scarpoini, 34, who uses architecture and multimedia arts and design to “jam” 
conventional social orders in order to put light on the social and political constrictions 
that both unite and divide us. 
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September 26, 2008  
Lexington Herald-Leader 
A prize for using design to help humanity 
By Tom Eblen 
 

 
MMA Architects of South Africa designed and is building 10 houses for poor people in 
Capetown. The houses are made of timbers of wood and steel and bags filled with sand. 
They cost less than $7,000 each and can be built by their owners. Photo provided 

 
The Bluegrass & Beyond:  Tom Eblen's blog  

Friday at the Idea Festival 

�  8:45 a.m.: Author Nassim Nicholas Taleb discusses his best-selling book The Black 
Swan, about unpredictability in the world. 

�  11:30 a.m.: Teller, famed illusionist of duo Penn & Teller, discusses his craft. 

�  1 p.m.: Architect Bjarke Ingels discusses design and the future of the city. 

�  2:30 p.m.: Human rights activist Immaculee Ilibagiza discusses surviving genocide in 
Rwanda. 

For more information, visit www.ideafestival.com. 

There is no shortage of international prizes honoring flashy, provocative, beautiful or 
breathtaking architecture and design. 

The new $100,000 Curry Stone Design Prize, administered by the University of 
Kentucky's College of Design, is different. 

The first Curry Stone Design Prize was awarded Thursday at the Idea Festival in 
Louisville to a South African architecture firm that, working without pay, designed and is 
building 10 houses for poor people in Cape Town. The houses are made of timbers of 
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wood and steel and bags filled with sand. They cost less than $7,000 each and can be 
built by their owners. 

Beautiful? Provocative? Not in the world of architecture. But for a world where it is 
estimated that 1 billion people — about 15 percent — live in shanties, projects such as 
this have the ability to reshape the way much of humanity lives. 

That was the idea when Clifford Curry and his wife, H. Delight Stone, of Oregon decided 
to create the prize as part of a $5.5 million gift to UK. Curry had been a successful 
architect, pioneering the design for housing elderly people. A UK architecture graduate, 
he wanted to honor emerging design ideas that improved the human spirit, increased 
awareness of the environment or responded to areas of human need. 

Like the famous MacArthur "genius" grants, the Curry Stone Prize comes with no strings 
attached. 

"The concept is they can do whatever they darn well please" with the money, Curry said. 
"These are motivated people. I want them to figure that out." 

MMA Architect principal Luyanda Mpahlwa, 49, was unable to get a U.S. visa to attend 
the ceremony because he had been imprisoned for his anti-apartheid work in South 
Africa years ago. But in a telephone interview, Mpahlwa said he expects to use some of 
the money to continue this sort of work, as well as to expand a scholarship program for 
architects he has started in South Africa. 

"There is a lot of need for these projects," he said. "I am starting to look at what other 
materials combinations and types we could use. We want to take part in a body of 
knowledge that contributes to local housing situations." 

MMA was chosen from among five finalists, all of whom attended the ceremony and 
received $10,000 cash awards. Thirty anonymous nominators around the world 
suggested candidates, and a panel of judges met in New York in July to choose four 
finalists and a winner. 

David Mohney, a UK College of Design faculty member, former dean and secretary of 
the prize, said MMA was chosen because it was an example of using conventional 
architecture in an unconventional way to promote social good. But all of the finalists had 
amazing stories to tell. 

Wes Janz, 55, an associate professor of architecture at Ball State University in Indiana, 
helps people in third-world slums build well-designed housing from scavenged materials. 
Marjetica Potrc, 55, an artist and architect from Slovenia, works in impoverished 
communities. One project she discussed was a toilet that doesn't need water, which is 
being used in shanty communities in Guatemala. Antonio Scarponi, 34, an architect 
based in Venice, Italy, uses architecture and multimedia arts to illustrate social and 
political lines that unite and divide people. 

The most unconventional finalist was Shawn Frayne, 27, a Hawaiian inventor who has 
developed the first non-turbine wind-powered generator. It is small and looks like a violin 
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bow. It uses wind to create very cheap electricity that can replace batteries. It can be 
used to power lamps, run small refrigerators and charge cell phones. 

"Harder problems make for better inventions," said Frayne, who created the generator 
after visiting Haiti and thinking that poor people there needed cheaper and safer sources 
of light than kerosene lanterns. "The problems in emerging countries are no longer 
isolated, but are showing up everywhere in the world." 

Emiliano Gandolfi, an Italian architect who led a panel discussion of the finalists at the 
Idea Festival, said the Curry Stone Design Prize recognizes a new sensibility among 
architects and designers — especially young ones like him — that design is about more 
than creating beautiful things. It can be about improving the human experience at all 
levels. 

"What we are discovering is a new sensibility," he said. 

Michael Speaks, dean of the UK College of Design, said he's glad to see the university 
on the forefront of that movement. 

"Many people understand design to be the engine of innovation," he said. "This prize 
recognizes social innovation and not just commercial innovation." 
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September 26, 2008  
ArchNewsNow.com 
Today’s News  
 
•   Hitting the road: An initiative to replace aging urban highways with boulevards; a Top 
10 list of the most deserving to be torn down (and what could go up in their place).  
•   NYC's Broadway Boulevard and other urban initiatives to spur efforts to make walking 
or bike riding safer and more appealing (not all are pleased).  
•   Cities rethinking parking requirements that date back to the 1950s.  
•   Ouroussoff finds disappointment in Cloepfil's Museum of Arts and Design: "poorly 
detailed and lacking in confidence...a victory only for people who favor the safe and 
inoffensive" (terrific multi-media included).  
•   Calys sees the light in SOM's Christ the Light Cathedral.  
•   New pix of Foster's spaceport in the New Mexico desert.  
•   H&deM plan a 50-story pyramid to pierce Paris skyline (pix included).  
•   Six compete to design Weston Super Mare's burnt-out Grand Pier.  
•   A South African firm wins the first $100,000 Curry Stone humanitarian design prize for 
it's 10X10 houses (great pix!). LINK to: 
The $6,000 House: South African firm wins humanitarian design prize: ...$100,000 Curry 
Stone Design Prize...Established...by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design...Each runner up receives a $10,000 prize...won for their 10X10 house, 
extremely affordable houses built using sandbags and timber. -- Luyanda 
Mphahlwa/Mphethi Morojele/MMA Architects; Shawn Frayne; Wes Janz; Marjetica Potrc; 
Antonio Scarponi [images, links]- The Architect's Newspaper 
•   Weekend diversions: two page-turners: Alastair Gordon's ""Naked Airport" looks at 
the "tragicomic distinction between the airport as (sometimes) designed...and as used"; 
and "Politics at the Airport" explores airports post-9/11.  
•   We couldn't resist thoughtful and eloquent takes on the V&A's "Cold War Modern" by 
Heathcote, Dyckhoff, Rawsthorn, and Hatherley.  
•   Corbu on view in Zurich and Liverpool.  
•   Hawaii's "Mad Russian" (a.k.a. Ossipoff) at Yale.  
•   Amery strolls Vicenza to find the true Palladio: "style guru, social climber, PR master." 
 
 



Page 73 of 116 

 
 
September 26, 2008  
South Africa: The Good News  
SA architects win international design award  

 
 
A South African architectural firm has won an 
international design award for Humanitarian 
Innovation for its low-income housing family 
structures in Mitchells Plain, Cape Town.  
MMA Architects are the inaugural recipients 
of the Curry Stone Design Prize aimed at  
recognising breakthrough design solutions 
with the power and potential to change 
people's lives. 
 
 

An artist impression of MMA Architects low cost houses, currently being built in Mitchells 
Plain, Cape Town 
 
The Curry Stone Design Prize is a US initiative associated with the University of 
Kentucky College of Design.  

MMA's design for low-cost homes was commissioned in 2007 by South Africa's Design 
Indaba. The project paired 10 local and international architects with 10 families in 
Mitchells Plain on the outskirts of Cape Town to build experimental homes on the 
government subsidy budget of R50 000.  

In building a home for the Jonker family, Luyanda Mphalwa, the creative director for 
MMA's project, made the decision to replace traditional brick and mortar foundations with 
a less costly two-story structural frame made from timber combined with sandbag 
construction as fill for the walls.  

The design borrows from indigenous, mud-and-wattle building techniques that keep 
homes cool in summer and warm in winter.  

In addition to its thermal and sound-absorbing properties, the sandbag construction also 
requires little to no electricity or skilled labor to erect.  

The Curry Stone Prize jurors praised MMA's work as "absolutely brilliant" and "super-
intelligent."  
 
Jurors commended MMA for creating an easily scalable prototype that can be built with 
unskilled labour from the local community: "The designers understand that the process 
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facilitates people making these projects."  
 
Mpahlwa, who currently acts as the technical advisor for the construction of all 10 
stadiums for the FIFA 2010 World Cup, hopes the project will attract the attention of 
government housing officials, who face the challenge of building 350,000 new homes for 
Cape Town's swelling population.  
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September 27, 2008  
NPR: Weekend Edition Saturday 
Sandbag House Wins Humanitarian Award   
 
SCOTT SIMON, host: This week, the Curry Stone Design Prize for International 
Humanitarian Design was announced. The winner is a South African architectural firm 
that developed a new and energy efficient way to build homes with sandbags. The prices 
of those homes were also good. The sandbag structures are framed with timber and cost 
just about $6,900 U.S. to make. Luyanda Mphahlwa heads up MMA Architects, the firm 
that invented the sandbag-building technique. He joins us from Cape Town. Mr. 
Mphahlwa, thanks very much for being with us. 
 
Mr. LUYANDA MPHAHLWA (Architect; Winner, Curry Stone Design Prize for 
International Humanitarian Design): Thank you very much and greetings to the listeners. 
 
SIMON: How big a house do you get for $6,900 U.S.? 
 
Mr. MPHAHLWA: We have developed a house which is 54 square meters, and it is on 
two levels. It's a double story house. 
 
SIMON: How do you build these houses? 
 
Mr. MPHAHLWA: Basically, you put the timber frame structure as the frame, which is 
made of pine, which is combined with some galvanized iron elements, and then you 
pack the sandbags and the timber frame gives the structural integrity, and the sandbag 
actually provides you with some kind of structural foundation and support of the timber 
frame structure. 
SIMON: Sandbags are heavy. 
 
Mr. MPHAHLWA: They're very heavy, yes. 
SIMON: So this has to be done by professionals, or at least people who know what 
they're doing. 
 
Mr. MPHAHLWA: No. Definitely not. That's the beauty of the construction. The bags are 
about - now unfortunately, we don't work in inches, but they are about 35 centimeters 
wide and so they're, you know, easy to pick up. You actually just fill in that little bag and 
then they are packed or stacked together on top of each other. And you do need a bit of 
scaffolding as you go higher up, but it's a very simple, energy efficient way of 
construction where you don't need any electricity to actually put up the houses. 
 
SIMON: So that's what's meant by energy efficient. You don't need gas-driven vehicles 
to put them together. 
 
Mr. MPHAHLWA: Yes. I mean, you basically have to deliver the sand on the cars. The 
eco bins are produced in a warehouse, also using very simple machine equipment, no 
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huge electricity or welding or anything like that. And in fact, the beneficiaries themselves 
are part of the construction team. 
 
SIMON: What happens when it rains? 
 
Mr. MPHAHLWA: It is known that when water falls into sand it drops down. So basically, 
you just have to make sure that you do have sufficient drainage at the bottom of the wall 
to take the water to the outside. But the other thing is that on top of the sandbags, we 
put a wire mesh and then it is plastered over. So if you do not know it was built of sand, 
when you see the finished product, you actually don't say this is a sandbag house. 
 
SIMON: Well, congratulations. Mr. Mphahlwa, thanks so much. Good luck to you. 
 
Mr. MPHAHLWA: Thanks a lot for giving me the time to celebrate my winning of the first 
Curry Stone Design Prize. I'm very, very proud of that moment. 
 
SIMON: Luyanda Mphahlwa in Cape Town. This is NPR News. 
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September 30, 2008 
ART INFO 
 
BEND, Oregon—The Oregon-based Curry Stone Foundation has awarded their design 
prize to Luyunda Mpahlwa  and Mpethi Morojele of the South African firm MMA 
Architects in recognition of their simple yet innovative design for upgrading low-income 
housing in a Cape Town shantytown. The $100,000 Curry Stone Design prize is 
awarded annually to an individual or group who has developed a specific design solution 
to target various environmental issues. The winning plan should have the potential to 
create beneficial change in the areas of: clean water, clean air, clean food, shelter, 
community health, or peace. Other finalists for the prize this year included Shawn 
Frayne , Wes Janz , Marjetica Potrc , and Antonio Scarponi . 
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October 2008 
Architectural Record 
Building South Africa  
 
Following two decades of prison and exile, Luyanda Mpahlwa is now a founding 
partner in the award-winning South African firm MMA  Architects.  
By Josephine Minutillo 

He spent two decades in prison and in exile, but Luyanda Mpahlwa is now a partner in a 
thriving architectural practice. MMA Architects—his Cape Town, South Africa, firm—has 
gained international recognition for projects both at home and abroad. The firm’s work 
on an innovative housing project in the impoverished Mitchell’s Plain Township has just 
been honored with the Curry Stone Design Prize, a $100,000 humanitarian award 
established this year to pay tribute to designers tackling the needs of the world’s poor. 

Luyanda Mpahlwa with his firm’s housing project in Mitchell’s Plain Township, which won 
the inaugural Curry Stone Design Prize (top). MMA Architects’ South African embassy in 
Berlin (above). 

Mpahlwa has also been busy serving as a technical advisor for stadium construction as 
his native country gets ready to host the 2010 FIFA World Cup soccer tournament—the 
first on African soil. It’s an exciting moment for him and his homeland, but it has taken a 
long time for both to get here. 

In 1980, his anti-apartheid activities landed Mpahlwa on Robben Island, the brutal penal 
complex off the coast of Cape Town where Nelson Mandela famously passed many long 
years. Following his release in 1986, Mpahlwa gained refuge in Germany through the aid 
of Amnesty International when it was determined to be unsafe for him to remain in South 
Africa. He resumed his architectural studies—which had been interrupted by the political 
turmoil and his incarceration—in Berlin, a place that would soon face its own upheavals 

in the wake of the Berlin 
Wall’s demise in 1989. 

 “I was in Berlin during a 
time when Germany was 
undergoing a 
transformation,” recalls 
Mpahlwa, who stayed on in 
the new capital after 
receiving his architectural 
diploma. “As a recent 
graduate, you didn’t need to 
do anything and you had 
four or five job offers. There 
was so much happening, 
you could even choose the 

Photo © Wieland Gleich (top); © Reinhardt Gerner (a bove).  
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kinds of projects you wanted to work on.” He would eventually work on a campus of 
embassy buildings for the Nordic countries—experience that would prove very useful. 

After returning to South Africa and setting up his own office in Cape Town in 2000, he 
got wind of his government’s plans to build an embassy in Berlin. “I teamed up with two 
other South African architects who had been in exile with me in Germany and said, 
‘Guys, we’ve got to get this.’” And they did—making it the first major commission by the 
new South African government in a foreign country to be awarded to a Black-owned 
architectural firm. 

But designing a building to represent a newly democratized nation whose only 
architectural legacy was the result of outside cultures was no easy task. “There are 
strong European and American influences,” Mpahlwa explains, “and yet there are very 
deep cultural experiences of how the indigenous people have articulated their spaces.”  

The resulting 50,000-square-foot building, completed in 2003, expresses the diversity of 
South Africa by incorporating local materials like sandstone from the Mpumalanga 
region, and traditional crafts such as rock art, carved wood, forged metal and basket 
weaving. An old building technique of carving mud to create murals was reinterpreted in 
a modern way. 

“This art has been passed down over generations by women,” says Mpahlwa. “We found 
some who are earning a living from carrying on the tradition and brought them to Berlin. 
Their presence on the building site created quite a phenomenon—no one in Berlin had 
seen women on scaffolds before.” 

Since, as Mpahlwa puts it, “you don’t build embassies every day,” the firm—which has 
grown to twenty employees—created a niche for itself in the public sector. Most of its 
subsequent projects are located in former township areas, where it is building, upgrading 
and reconstructing schools, hospitals, and community centers. 

Its award-winning housing project, initiated by the South African organization, Design 
Indaba, to pioneer new affordable housing solutions, features exterior walls composed of 
sandbags. Another housing project the firm is currently designing, for a 500-unit 
sustainable development, incorporates solar heating and on-site wastewater treatment.  

“It was always my intention to return to South Africa and contribute to the building and 
development of my country” says Mpahlwa, who considers himself to be one of the 
“fortunate ones.” 
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October 2008 
Architectural Record 
Getting High Design from a Low-Tech Approach 

Eschewing complex forms and technology, socially mi nded architects rely on age-
old building techniques to create modern marvels 
By Josephine Minutillo 

Gimme shelter 

Across the globe in Cape Town, South Africa, a local firm, MMA Architects, recently 
completed the first of a series of houses it is building in Freedom Park, an area which, 
despite its hopeful name, is a crowded shantytown within the Mitchell’s Plain Township, 
and which until a few years ago lacked basic infrastructure such as plumbing and 
sanitation. MMA’s project is part of a larger initiative by a charitable trust to build 490 
units of affordable housing there. The price tag for the first house came in well below 
$10,000 and is expected to go down even further once mass production begins. 

 

  

A housing project by MMA 
Architects in Cape Town, South 
Africa, was conceived as a 
starter home to be expanded as 
occupants are able to afford it. 
An upper terrace and a large 
rear 
garden provide space for 
extensions. 

  

 

Sand is a cheap, durable, and 
easily obtainable building 
material. In this flood-prone 
area, foundations for the house 
are lined with sandbags. 

Photo © Wieland Gleich  



Page 81 of 116 

Walls of sandbags offer excellent 
thermal and sound-absorbing 
properties. 

Photo © Wieland Gleich 
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The sandbags are 
plastered over on the 
exterior. The bags are 
dampened beforehand to 
ensure that the 
plasterwork cures instead 
of merely drying (top). 
Residents of the township 
participated in the 
construction by filling 
sandbags (left). 

Photo © Wieland Gleich  

  

To achieve such an impossibly low figure, the architects, led by Luyanda Mpahlwa, 
researched alternatives to the brick and concrete block construction that is prevalent in 
the region. “Architects are not involved in low-cost housing here in South Africa,” 
Mpahlwa explains. “That is usually carried out by developers with government subsidies. 
Without any sense of creativity or innovation, they produce a model house and then just 
press the repeat button. Our industry does not yet support alternative design, so you 
really struggle to find affordable building materials.” 

Mpahlwa eventually settled on a unique construction system produced by a small, local 
company. Composite assembly featuring a metal truss sandwiched by timber outer 
layers make up the floors, staircase, window openings, and exterior walls of the two-
story house. The use of this kind of assembly saves up to two-thirds the amount of 
timber used in conventional wood frame construction. The space between the columns 
of the exterior walls was filled with an unlikely, but readily available product—sand. 

Members of the community, particularly the beneficiaries of the 580-square-foot house, 
collected sand from the surrounding dunes, sifted it to remove insects and debris, and 
put it into bags that they stacked within the structural framework. The resulting 15-inch-
thick walls, Mpahlwa points out, provide excellent thermal properties, in much the same 
way that traditional African stone or mud rondavels do. The walls are also fire- and wind-
resistant, besides having superior sound-absorbing qualities in an area where privacy is 
in short supply. 

The sandbags’ ability to prevent water penetration offers another benefit. Much like walls 
of sandbags that are often assembled for flood control purposes in the wake of rising 
rivers, the sandbag-walled house is particularly useful in an area prone to flooding. 

As in the Villanueva project, a construction manager and a small team of skilled workers 
oversaw construction, which included on-the-job training for locals. Throughout almost 
the entire building process, no electricity was required on-site. Beams were fabricated to 
measure in a nearby warehouse, and cement to plaster the exterior walls was mixed in a 
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hand mixer. Concrete was used only in the beams to support the second level, where 
the bedrooms are located. Interiors are clad in timber board. 

Mpahlwa left a considerable portion of the house’s small plot unbuilt, allowing for a 
garden and a safe area behind the house for the recipient family’s six children to play. 
“These are very dense and dangerous environments,” Mpahlwa says. “It’s important to 
think about issues of comfort and safety.” The family, who had been living in a shack, 
was involved in the design process from the beginning. “They had never lived in a formal 
structure,” Mpahlwa says. “It was an incredible feeling to see the look on their faces as 
they moved into their first home.” 
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October 1, 2008 
Artforum   
Five Museums Honored; Curry Stone Design Prize Awarded 

The Norton Museum of Art in Palm Beach, Florida, and the Lower East Side Tenement 
Museum in New York are two of five museums that, along with five libraries, will be 
awarded the National Medal for Museum and Library Service in an October 7 ceremony 
at the White House, reports the Palm Beach Post. The medal, which comes with ten 
thousand dollars, is given annually to ten institutions by the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services, an independent government agency and the primary source of federal 
support for the country's 122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. "These ten museums 
and libraries have gone above and beyond the call of duty to make a real difference in 
their communities," institute director Anne Radice said. "It's a huge honor," Norton 
director Christina Orr-Cahall said. "I hope the community looks at this as an 
acknowledgment of its importance to us and our importance to it." Typically, legislators 
nominate institutions, although anyone can do it, said Jeannine Mjoseth, the institute's 
public-affairs officer. All types of museums and public and private nonprofit libraries in 
the United States and its territories are eligible. Seventy-nine museums and thirty-two 
libraries were nominated. 

In other news, according to Artinfo, the Oregon-based Curry Stone Foundation has 
awarded its design prize to Luyunda Mpahlwa and Mpethi Morojele of the South African 
firm MMA Architects in recognition of their design for upgrading low-income housing in a 
Cape Town shantytown. The hundred-thousand-dollar Curry Stone Design prize is 
awarded annually to an individual or group who has developed a specific design solution 
to target various environmental issues. The winning plan should have the potential to 
create beneficial change in the areas of clean water, clean air, clean food, shelter, 
community health, or peace. Other finalists for the prize this year included Shawn 
Frayne, Wes Janz, Marjetica Potrc, and Antonio Scarponi. 
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October 1, 2008 
Ball State University 
International work with 'leftover places' yields $1 0,000 cash, no strings attached  
 
Usually when advertisers promise $10,000 no strings attached, it's one of those work-at-
home scams that is too good to be true. For Wes Janz, Ball State University associate 
professor of architecture and humanitarian design finalist for the inaugural Curry Stone 
Design Prize, that is exactly what he won. The announcement, which was made at the 
IdeaFestival in Louisville, Ky. on Sept. 25, caught Janz by complete surprise.  

"That someone finds enlightenment in my work is the most amazing of inspirations for 
me," he said. "I am honored to be in the company of the other four finalists - their work is 
important and beautiful, all in ways that are specific to the issues each has chosen to 
address, and in ways that are important to so many difficult lives being lived around the 
world." 

Modeling itself on the Macarthur Fellows Program, the Curry Stone Design prize is a 
yearly international award that recognizes exceptional humanitarian design based on the 
merit of the ideas and the potential of bringing them to fruition. The prize purposely 
defines design in the broadest possible sense and invites new definitions that defy 
tradition and break boundaries. The winner received $100,000, while Janz and the other 
finalists received $10,000. 

Janz's long-term dedication to his work caught the attention of Curry Stone officials. 
Over the years, he has visited squatter settlements in several countries, including the 
United States, India, Panama, Turkey, India, Sri Lanka and Argentina. His research with 
forgotten people, places and materials has allowed him to take students to visit people 
around the globe who erect entire communities from scrap materials. 

His focus on this overlooked population has earned him accolades from his 
contemporaries. A colleague at the University of Minnesota hails Janz as a leader of a 
movement addressing "the needs of the billions of ill-housed people around the globe." 

Those interested in learning more about Janz's research can visit the One Small Project 
Web site or make plans to purchase a copy of his forthcoming book "One Small Project," 
which is tentatively slated to be published in 2010. 

By Layne Cameron, Media Relations Manager 
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October 1, 2008 
Architectural Record 
Architect Clifford Curry and his wife H. Delight St one 
 
By Anya Kaplan-Seem 

Architect Clifford Curry and his wife H. Delight Stone have teamed up with the University 
of Kentucky College of Design, in Lexington, to establish the Curry Stone Design Prize, 
which will be bestowed each year to an individual or group for design innovations that 
make a positive contribution to humanity. Modeling itself on the MacArthur Fellowship, 
the prize invites leading designers and global thinkers to nominate between one and 
three designers each. A jury-selected winner is awarded $100,000, and up to four 
finalists receive $10,000 each. The 2008 finalists, announced in September during the 
11th International Architecture Biennale in Venice, are Shawn Frayne, Wes Janz, MMA 
Architects, Marjetica Potrc, and Antonio Scarponi. A winner was to be named on 
September 25 at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky.  

Read the full stories at architecturalrecord.com/news/. 
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October 1, 2008 
Democratic Alliance South Africa 
The Open, Opportunity Society in Action: South Afri can innovators whose 
designs contribute to social upliftment 
 
Filed under: Press Statements  — Tags: environment  — Niki McQueen @ 12:54 am  
 
GARETH MORGAN, MP 
SPOKESPERSON ON ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS  

The Democratic Alliance (DA) congratulates two South African design companies for 
their achievements this week in the field of innovation and sustainable development. 

MMA Architects this week won an international design award for Humanitarian 
Innovation for their low-income housing structures in Mitchells Plain, Cape Town. Made 
from timber and sand, the homes are not only eco-friendly but, since they can be built by 
unskilled labourers, will also create much-needed employment opportunities in this 
sector. 

The work of MMA Architects, and the recognition that the firm has garnered for this work, 
are the kind of achievements that the DA hopes to see many others in South Africa 
emulate in its vision of the Open Opportunity Society in Action, in which private sector 
innovators give priority to sustainable development and social upliftment in their work. 

Cape Town-based company Optimal Energy is also to be congratulated for the design of 
its electric car, the Joule, which is be unveiled at the Paris Motor Show this week. This 
firm’s design of a silent and zero-emission car is expected to be one of the world’s most 
practical electric cars to date. 

The contributions that these two companies have made to South Africa’s proud legacy of 
innovation are an encouraging indication that more and more private sector firms are 
seeing the value of channeling their research and resources towards initiatives which 
stand to be of benefit to society at large. 

By harnessing the talents of our people, we can continue to develop cost-effective and 
eco-friendly enterprises, which will make a valuable contribution to the upliftment of all 
South Africans. 
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October 2, 2008 
Green Building Elements 
Prizewinning Affordable Housing 
by Philip Proefrock  
 

The contemporary looking building pictured here is 
not a high-end green building full of high tech 
features. Rather, it is a prizewinning affordable 
housing design for South Africa that costs 
significantly less than a new car. This is a house 
designed to provide affordable housing for very little 
cost: 50,000 South African rand (which is about US$ 
6,000). And there are a lot of things to like about this 
design. 

 
Housing for a cost of $6,000 ought to win some kind of prize. 
And rightly so, MMA Architects of South Africa won the Curry Stone Design Prize of 
$100,000 for the 10×10 House, which can be built using local materials and with very 
few tools and unskilled labor. The structure of the house is stacked sandbags which are 
supported by timber framing. The design is intended to be a response to the problem of 
shantytowns, where growing numbers of people are living in unsafe and substandard 

conditions. 
Here is a system that not only provides very low-cost housing, 
but does so in a way that engages the community and provides 
them with a sense of investment and participation in the 
process. 
In addition to utilizing inexpensive and locally accessible building 
materials, which required not even a single electrical outlet to 

put together, the designers turned to the community to build the houses, the first of 
which was recently completed, with nine more planned for a community in Cape Town. 
Mpahlwa said that this approach not only saves on labor costs but gives an added sense 
of ownership to the occupants and work for those in a community that is riven with 
unemployment. 

The simple construction does not require advanced construction 
knowledge. Prizewinner Luyanda Mpahlwa said he would 
probably use the prize money to build a few more 10×10 
Houses, and to send a few underprivileged kids to architecture 
school. 
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October 3, 2008 
Financial Times 
On show 
By Becky Sunshine 

Prize projects 

South Africa's MMA Architects has been named the inaugural winner of the $100,000 
Curry Stone Design Prize for Humanitarian Innovation at the Idea Festival in Louisville, 
Kentucky. The company's Luyanda Mpahlwa and Mphethi Morojele presented designs 
for low-income housing in Cape Town townships that feature energy efficient timber and 
sandbag frames and cost only R50,000 (£3,400) each. The homes can be easily 
constructed by unskilled labour using almost no electricity. Jury members including 
architect David Adjaye, journalist John Hockenberry, designer Renny Ramakers and 
prize founder Clifford Curry praised MMA for its "super-intelligent" design. 
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October 4, 2008  
Pretoria News Weekend (South Africa) 
The prize-winning house made of sandbags that MMA bu ilt  
By Lynette Johns 
 
A South African architect and his team have won an international award with a home 
built of sandbags that could help ease the country's housing crisis. 
 
Cape Town-based MMA architects won R800 000 in an international design competition, 
beating innovations like a non-turbine, wind-powered generator and a "dry" toilet which 
collects human waste and converts it to fertiliser. 

The two-bedroomed double-storey house in Freedom Park in Mitchell's Plain was 
designed for a Design Indaba project. A timber frame, reinforced with metal inlays, was 
filled with sandbags as in-fill for the walls. The bags simply rest on each other, and are 
not cemented together like bricks. 

These sandbag walls are then covered in chicken wire and plastered. Piping and wiring 
are routed through the timber uprights. 

MMA director Luyanda Mpahlwa said he was surprised when he found out they had 
been shortlisted for the Curry Stone Design prize for humanitarian innovation from the 
University of Kentucky College of Design, during the IdeaFestival in Louisville last 
month. The brief was to design a house which would cost no more than R50 000 - the 
government subsidy. 
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October 4, 2008 
Cape Argus (South Africa)  
Cape architect wins top award for his unique sandba g house  
By Lynette Johns 
 
A Cape architect and his team have won an international award for a sandbag home that 
could help ease the country's housing crisis. 

Cape Town based MMA architects won R800 000 in an international design competition, 
beating innovations like a non-turbine, wind-powered generator, and a "dry" toilet which 
collects human waste and converts it to fertiliser. 

The house was designed for a Design Indaba project. 

The house, in Freedom Park, Mitchells Plain, was erected using eco-build technologies. 
A timber frame, reinforced with metal inlays, is filled with thousands of sandbags as in-fill 
for the walls. The bags simply rest on each other, and are not cemented together like 
bricks. 

The sandbag walls are then covered in chicken wire and plastered. Piping and wiring are 
routed through the timber uprights. 

The two-bedroomed, double-storey house, with its verandahs and balcony, stands out 
like a beacon in the informal settlement on the outskirts of Tafelsig. 

MMA director Luyanda Mpahlwa has no idea who nominated them for the award. He 
says he was very surprised when he discovered they had been shortlisted for the Curry 
Stone Design prize for humanitarian innovation from the University of Kentucky College 
of Design, during the IdeaFestival in Louisville last month. 

The local design initiative was part of the development of Freedom Park by Irish 
billionaire Niall Mellon, who is building 490 houses there. The brief was to design a 
house which would cost no more than R50 000 - the government subsidy. 

"Our main challenge was to reduce the costs of the house. We recognised that 
conventional building methods and materials were not going to achieve results and so 
alternative, more affordable building methods were required," Mpahlwa said. 

"This was difficult, given the dominance of bricks and mortar as the 'accepted' way of 
building in South Africa." 

After extensive research they came across Eco-Beam, which uses the sandbag system. 
The firm then designed the eye-catching house, with its balcony that can be turned into 
another room, and screeded floors. 

Sandbags are good insulators of temperature and sound, and resist water penetration. 
Construction costs are much cheaper as the community can help build the houses 
because little skill is required to lay the bags. 
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"This unique system is suited to mass production and will provide excellent job 
opportunities and skills development for the local community of Freedom Park," said 
Mpahlwa. "It is locally produced, simple to construct and favours unskilled labour, 
including women. 

"In terms of cost saving, no bricks lie around the site, thus eliminating 'site-clearing', 
which is a major cost factor on any site. The loss of building materials through wastage 
and theft is also reduced drastically." 

The architectural firm has made a name for itself designing schools and the new South 
African embassies in Berlin, Germany and Addis Ababa, Ethiopa. It is also involved in 
revamping the parliamentary precinct and a staff housing project for Old Mutual, which 
will be a "green" development. 

The company, like many architectural firms, had never designed a low-cost house before 
its eco-home. "This is the smallest project we have ever done; it gave us some 
headaches but it also gave us the most recognition," said Mpahlwa. 

He said although the provision of mass housing was being driven by the government, it 
was largely being delivered by developers. 

"It is therefore fair to say the non-involvement of architects and urban planning 
professionals in the housing delivery process has been to its detriment, and has led to 
the neglect of urban quality of life. 

"We feel the professional bodies involved in the built environment need to be involved in 
this critical area." 

Mphalwa, a former freedom fighter, spent six years in prison, from 1980 to 1986 and on 
his release went into exile in Germany where he completed his master's degree in 
architecture. 
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October 6, 2006 
BusinessWeek 
Humdinger's Wind Power Alternative 
 
Inspired by the Tacoma Narrows Bridge collapse of 1940, green innovator Shawn 
Frayne plans to harness the power of wind to generate electricity  

 

Shawn Frayne, creator of the Windbelt, studies an enlarged model of his wind-
harvesting device. Humdinger Wind Energy 

by Matt Vella  

As an MIT engineering undergraduate visiting the rural fishing village of Petite Anse, 
Haiti, in 2004, Shawn Frayne hoped to devise a way to convert abundant agricultural 
waste into cheap fuel. But the budding engineer soon found that the community's mainly 
poor residents faced an altogether more immediate need. Unconnected to the local 
power grid, they relied heavily on dirty kerosene lamps, which are not only costly to 
operate but also unhealthy and dangerous. He decided to devise an alternative—a 
small, safe, and renewable power generator that could be used to power LED lights and 
small household electronics, such as radios.  

The result is the Windbelt, a miniaturized wind-harvesting power generator that has 
absolutely nothing in common with the traditional, towering wind turbines that dot the 
fields and shorelines of developed countries. The simple device was awarded $10,000 in 
late September as a finalist for the Curry Stone Design Award, a charitable prize that 
aims to boost design and innovation projects for developing countries. Frayne, now 27, 
also won a Popular Mechanics Breakthrough Award last fall, earning him a coveted spot 
on that magazine's annual list of up-and-coming scientists and engineers. Now Frayne 
and his five-man startup, Humdinger Wind Energy in Honolulu, Hawaii, are working on 
turning a promising prototype into reality.  
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Exploiting Vibrations 

"Wind power has pretty much looked the same for the past 80 years," says Frayne over 
the crackle of a Skype phone call from Xela, Guatemala, where Humdinger is working in 
rural locations to develop production-ready versions of the Windbelt. After his initial 
prototypes proved too expensive or inefficient (or both), Frayne took a different tack, 
eschewing a propeller-type design for an entirely different idea. About the size of a cell 
phone, the final Windbelt prototype employs a taut membrane that, when air passes over 
it, vibrates between metal coils to generate electricity. Frayne claims it is the first wind 
device of any size not to employ turbines.  

Indeed, the roots of his innovation are unexpected: Frayne says he was inspired by 
studying the Tacoma Narrows Bridge in Washington State, which dramatically collapsed 
in 1940 due to powerful vibrations caused by the wind (see here.) The Windbelt 
harnesses those same dynamics to generate power.  

Adaptable to Developed Economies 

Frayne's device joins a growing array of simple, inexpensive technologies created for 
developing countries that have also garnered considerable attention in the U.S. and 
Europe. "Innovations arising from problems in developing economies should meet the 
challenges of developed economies, too," says Frayne emphatically. With that in mind, 
Humdinger is taking "a market-oriented approach," he says. That means pitching 
Windbelt technology as a green way to power air-quality sensors or WiFi transmitters in 
new buildings in the developed world, for instance. "People are realizing that smartly 
designed micro-installations can have a big impact," says James Brew, a principal 
architect with the Rocky Mountain Institute, a green think tank in Aspen, Colo. The 
Windbelt's small size and negligible cost, adds Brew, make it potentially applicable in 
developed settings—such as new skyscrapers—as well as the more rugged conditions 
of the world's rural villages.  

Though he won't reveal how much funding the group has received to date, Frayne says 
it would cost upwards of $30 million in venture capital to expand the company so it could 
manufacture Windbelts itself. More likely, Humdinger will end up licensing the 
technology to other manufacturers, which would assume development costs.  

Undeterred by the obvious challenges of marketing an entirely new type of wind power 
generator, and even though wide distribution is still some years off, Humdinger is forging 
ahead. In the past year, the group has established pilot programs in Guatemala and 
Haiti as well as rapid-prototyping facilities in Hong Kong. They are also working on larger 
versions that could generate significantly more power. The Windbelt may have started 
with personal curiosity, but Frayne's mission has changed dramatically. "We're really 
trying to develop the new building blocks of wind energy," he says.  

Vella is a writer for BusinessWeek.com in New York.  
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October 6, 2008 
Interior Design 
MMA Architects Wins Inaugural Curry Stone Design Aw ard 
MMA will complete 10 of their homes by year's end with volunteer help from local 
women. 
by Nicholas Tamarin 

Proving that high design isn’t just for the wealthy, South African firm MMA Architects has 
claimed the inaugural $100,000 Curry Stone Design prize for its design prototype for 
low-income housing in a Cape Town shantytown. 
 

 
 
One of the few black-owned architecture firms in South Africa, MMA created the single-
family home prototype by borrowing elements from indigenous mud-and-wattle building 
techniques that forgo traditional brick-and-mortar foundations.  
 
MMA principals Luyanda Mpahlwa and Mphethi Morojele's design features a two-story 
frame of timber and sandbag infill construction, which is energy efficient and requires 
little or no electricity or skilled labor to construct. The firm will complete 10 of their homes 
by the year’s end with volunteer help from local women. 
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The jury for this year's prize, administered by the University of Kentucky College of 
Design, included architect David Adjaye and prize founder Clifford Curry, who is the 
principal architect for the Colson & Colson general contracting firm. Along with his wife 
H. Delight Stone, Curry donated $5.5 million to the college. 
 
"MMA's elegant solution for a low-cost, single-family dwelling shows what can be done 
with simple materials and a sensitive eye to what local people need -- as well as what 
they bring to the table," says Dave Mohney, prize secretary and Curry Stone Chair in 
Design at the University of Kentucky. "Their ideas are exactly the kind that the Curry 
Stone Design Prize hopes to promote and encourage in the broader field of design. 
Because now, more than ever, the world needs them." 
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Four other finalists for the prize, including Shawn Frayne, inventor of the world's first 
non-turbine wind-powered generator, will each receive $10,000. 
 
Photography courtesy of MMA Architects. All images copyright Wieland Gleich, 
ARCHIGRAPHY.com, 2007. 
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October 6, 2008 
Lexington Herald-Leader / Kentucky.com 
Kentucky is pretty tech-savvy 
by Lu-Ann Farrar 

 

·  Kentucky has been steadily moving up the digital ladder in a survey done by the 
Center for Digital Government.  In 2002, Kentucky was the 24th most "tech-
saavy" state in the country. In 2004, Kentucky ranked 12th. In the recently 
announced 2008 survey, Kentucky came in at 7th. The Kentucky Finance and 
Administration Cabinet describes the survey as covering "a wide range of topics 
from technology infrastructure to online applications and new Web 2.0 
technologies provided to citizens. This year's survey also included a first-in-nation 
measure of sustainability efforts, especially in the area of Green IT." 

·  The inaugural Curry Stone Design prize is awarded by the University of Kentucky 
College of Architecture for innovative architecture. This year's prize was 
announced at the IdeaFestival held in Louisville, and went to a South  
African firm, MMA Architects  for a type of low income housing built using 
sandbags. Tom Eblen wrote about the prize, as well as covered the IdeaFestival. 
South African newspaper Cape Argus did a profile of the firm.  

 
·  The Irish Examiner reported Friday that Pearce Lyons, president of Alltech, has 

"offered to replicate the $10m sponsorship deal he has with the 2010 Games in 
Kentucky." Horse Sport Ireland has issued a report which includes 
recommendations that they will present to the FEI in their bid to host the 2014 
World Equestrian Games.
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October 6, 2008 
Chronicle of Higher Education 
 
Big prize for a low-cost house : A jury at the University of Kentucky College of Design 
has awarded the first $100,000 Curry Stone Design Prize to a South African firm, MMA 
Architects. The prize is intended to honor “breakthrough” work, and the jury chose MMA 
for designing a $6,900 house that uses a timber frame filled with sandbags and then 
covered. The design, reminiscent of traditional mud-and-wattle construction, requires 
little skilled labor and is energy efficient, the jury noted.
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October 6, 2008 
MMA Architects Wins Big Prize For House Made of Sand bags 
by Lloyd Alter 

 

We wrote earlier about Luyanda Mpahlwa and his Sandbag Houses by MMA Architects; 
it was one of the entries in a competition teaming South African architects with 
international designers to pioneer new affordable housing systems. MMA went it alone, 
and built an affordable structure that "requires no tools or advanced construction 
knowledge and can be built for slightly more than $6,000." Now they have won the Curry 
Stone Award of $100,000, which honours "innovative achievements in humanitarian 
architecture and design." 

 

The building system uses a wood frame to define the form of the house, infilled with 
bags of sand to give it solidity and thermal mass. The are called "Eco-beams." 
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Luyanda Mpahlwa of MMA architects 

Matt Chaban writes in the Architects Paper: 
 
“From the jury’s point of view, it was both a conventional and unconventional firm doing 
conventional and unconventional work,” David Mohney, secretary for the prize, said. 
“They saw it as an inspiration to other conventional firms that they could start doing 
unconventional work themselves, that they can bring a high level of design and comfort 
to a project that doesn’t usually have access to it.” 

To call MMA unconventional could be considered an understatement. As one of only a 
handful of black firms in the country, they have long struggled to get work. “Old 
prejudices die hard,” Mphahlwa said. “Some people take one look at me and do not 
believe I can build them a house.” The firm took a number of government commissions 
out of a sense of civic pride and duty but also because they had little choice. Thanks to 
the success of those projects, including embassies in Berlin and Adis Ababa, they have 
been able to afford more humanitarian work. 

As a testament to MMA’s commitment to that work, when asked what he would do with 
his share of the money, Mpahlwa said he would probably buy a few more 10X10 houses 
and send some underprivileged kids to architecture school. On top of the two he has 
already sent." via Philip Proefrock at Green Building Elements 

Other 10x10 competition entries 
 
More Of The 10x10 Houses 
Sandbag Houses by MMA Architects 
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October 7, 2008 
Building Design Online 
MMA Architects wins Curry Stone award 
By Anna Winston  
 
South African practice MMA Architects is the first recipient of the annual $100,000 Curry 
Stone Design Prize, which awards breakthrough design solutions that respond to areas 
of need or environmental issues. 
 
MMA was awarded the prize at the IdeaFestival in Louisville, Kentucky, USA, last week 
for a low-income housing design. 
 
Originally commissioned by South African housing expo Design Indaba, the design uses 
a timber and sandbag structure which requires little skilled labour and can be built on a 
budget of 50,000 rand ($6,900).  
 
Ten of the houses will now be built in Cape Town over the next year using volunteer help 
from the local community. 
 
The judging panel, which included David Adjaye, commended the design as an easily 
scalable prototype that could help address Cape Town’s need for 350,000 new homes.  
“MMA’s elegant solution for a low-cost single-family dwelling shows what can be done 
with simple materials and a sensitive eye to what local people need – as well as what 
they bring to the table,” said David Mohney, prize secretary and chair in design at the 
University of Kentucky.  
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“Their ideas are exactly the kind that the Curry Stone Design Prize hopes to promote 
and encourage in the broader field of design – because now, more than ever, the world 
needs them.” 

 
 
Credit: Wieland Gleich, ARCHIGRAPHY.com, 2007 
Design Indaba House: Jonker Family, MMA Architects 
 
The prize is part of a $5.5 million gift to the University of Kentucky College of Design 
from architect Cliff Curry, an alumnus of the college, and his wife archaeologist Delight 
Stone. Four runners up prizes of $10,000 were also awarded to Shawn Frayne, inventor 
of a non-turbine wind-powered generator, architect Wes Janz, artist and architect 
Marjetica Potrc and architect and multimedia artist Anotonio Scarponi. 

Wes Janz 'One Small Project' (Sri Lanka Pavilions) 
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October 8, 2008 
India Invents: Indian Innovators Association 
Curry Stone Design Prize  
 

 
 
A South African architectural firm with simple design for low-income housing for a Cape 
Town shantytown, was named the winner of $100,000 Curry Stone Design Prize. Shawn 
Frayne , inventor of the world’s first non-turbine wind-powered generator is one of the 
finalist. Shawn Frayne is an entrepreneur and the inventor of the world’s first non-turbine 
wind-powered generator. Frayne’s invention, an elegant hand held device harnesses 
what is known ast, known as “aeroelastic flutter,” by using tensioned membranes to 
capture small pockets of wind energy. The membranes oscillate magnets linearly past 
wire coils, which creates an electrical flow. 
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October 8, 2008 
Archiportale.com 
Cape Town , Sudafrica 2008 
10X10 Design Indaba House 
Vincitore Curry Stone Design Prize 2008 
 

 
©Wieland Gleich, ARCHIGRAPHY.com, 2007 
Studio: MMA Architects 
 
Progettisti: 
Luyanda Mpahlwa, Uli Mpahlwa, Patel Sushma, Kirsty Ronné 
 
Tipologia Progetto: 
050 - RESIDENZE  
   052 - Residenze unifamiliari, ville  
 
Committente: 
Design Indaba 
 
Categoria progetto: 
Incarichi in corso 
 
Cronologia: 
Progetto:2007 
realizzazione: 2008 | 2008 
 
Link: 
www.mmaarch.co.za/home.asp 
 
Descrizione Progetto: 



Page 107 of 116 

Il lavoro presenta una nuova tipologia di casa monofamilare a basso costo ed altamente 
sostenibile. Nello specifico, il progetto prende spunto dalla tradizione edilizia locale, 
basata sull’impiego di fango e argilla, e prevede la realizzazione di dieci alloggi da 
posizionare nella shantytown (baraccolpoli) di Cape Town.  
 
A rendere innovativo il progetto, la scelta di assemblare sacchi riempiti di sabbia, 
allocandoli all'interno di una struttura di travi in legno e acciaio, in sostituzione alla 
classica fondazione in muratura di mattoni. Per questa ragione, i lavori di costruzione 
delle residenze richiederanno pochissima energia elettrica e, non necessitando di 
manodopera specializzata, saranno completati entro la fine del 2008 anche grazie al 
lavoro di volontari e donne della comunità locale. Ogni residenza comporterà un costo 
pari a 6,900 dollari.  
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October 9, 2008 
edilportale.com 
A MMA Architects il Curry Stone Design Prize  
International Design Award for Humanitarian Innovat ion 
 
Autore: miriam de candia 
 
09/10/2008 – É lo studio sud africano MMA ad essersi aggiudicato il Curry Stone 
Design Prize 2008 , premio internazionale dedicato al design per l’innovazione 
umanitaria, promosso dal University of Kentucky College of Design . Sede della 
premiazione, l’IdeaFestival di Louisville, Kentucky, dove Luyanda Mpahlwa  e Mphethi 
Morojele (MMA) , hanno ricevuto una somma pari a 100,000 dollari. 
  
La competizione, a cadenza annuale, intende premiare “le più innovative ed impattanti 
soluzioni di progettazione atte a migliorare la qualità della vita globale”. Il lavoro vincitore 
presenta una nuova tipologia di casa monofamilare  a basso costo ed altamente 
sostenibile. Nello specifico, il progetto prende spunto dalla tradizione edilizia locale, 
basata sull’impiego di fango e argilla, e prevede la realizzazione di dieci alloggi da 
posizionare nella shantytown (baraccolpoli) di Cape Town. 
  
A rendere innovativo il progetto, la scelta di assemblare sacchi riempiti di sabbia allocati 
all'interno di una struttura di travi in legno e acciaio, in sostituzione alla classica 
fondazione in muratura di mattoni. Per questa ragione, i lavori di costruzione delle 
residenze richiederanno pochissima energia elettrica e, non necessitando di 
manodopera specializzata, saranno completati entro la fine del 2008 anche grazie al 
lavoro di volontari e donne della comunità locale. Ogni residenza comporterà un costo 
pari a 6,900 dollari.  
   
La giuria, composta da John Hockenberry, David Adjaye, Renny Ramakers, Clifford 
Curry e Michael Speaks, ha lodato MMA per aver creato un progetto di tal fatta, 
definendolo “assolutamente brillante” e “super intelligente”, tanto per la sua eco-
sostenibilità quanto per il basso costo: “elementi fondamentali se si considera che il la 
popolazione di Cape Town è in rapidissima crescita e che la città necessita di 350000 
nuovi alloggi”.  
  
David Mohney , presidente del Premio ha così commentato:  “L’elegante soluzione della 
residenza monofamiliare a basso costo mostra cosa si può realizzare avendo a 
disposizione materiali semplici e una notevole sensibilità per i bisogni delle comunità 
locali. Le idee alla base del progetto sono l’esatto esempio di quanto il Curry Stone 
Design Prize si augura di promuovere ed incoraggiare nel vasto campo della 
progettazione, poiché, ora più che mai, è il mondo a necessitare di questo genere di 
progetti”. Gli altri finalisti del premio, ciascuno dei quali ha ricevuto una somma pari a 
10000 dollari, sono Shawn Frayne , Wes Janz , Marjetica Potr �  e Antonio Scarponi . 
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  Scheda progetto: 10X10 Design Indaba House - (MMA Architects) 
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October 9, 2008 
Archiportale.com 
A MMA Architects il Curry Stone Design Prize  
International Design Award for Humanitarian Innovat ion 
 
Autore: miriam de candia 
 
09/10/2008 – É lo studio sud africano MMA ad essersi aggiudicato il Curry Stone 
Design Prize 2008 , premio internazionale dedicato al design per l’innovazione 
umanitaria, promosso dal University of Kentucky College of Design . Sede della 
premiazione, l’IdeaFestival di Louisville, Kentucky, dove Luyanda Mpahlwa  e Mphethi 
Morojele (MMA) , hanno ricevuto una somma pari a 100,000 dollari. 
  
La competizione, a cadenza annuale, intende premiare “le più innovative ed impattanti 
soluzioni di progettazione atte a migliorare la qualità della vita globale”. Il lavoro vincitore 
presenta una nuova tipologia di casa monofamilare  a basso costo ed altamente 
sostenibile. Nello specifico, il progetto prende spunto dalla tradizione edilizia locale, 
basata sull’impiego di fango e argilla, e prevede la realizzazione di dieci alloggi da 
posizionare nella shantytown (baraccolpoli) di Cape Town. 
  
A rendere innovativo il progetto, la scelta di assemblare sacchi riempiti di sabbia allocati 
all'interno di una struttura di travi in legno e acciaio, in sostituzione alla classica 
fondazione in muratura di mattoni. Per questa ragione, i lavori di costruzione delle 
residenze richiederanno pochissima energia elettrica e, non necessitando di 
manodopera specializzata, saranno completati entro la fine del 2008 anche grazie al 
lavoro di volontari e donne della comunità locale. Ogni residenza comporterà un costo 
pari a 6,900 dollari.  
   
La giuria, composta da John Hockenberry, David Adjaye, Renny Ramakers, Clifford 
Curry e Michael Speaks, ha lodato MMA per aver creato un progetto di tal fatta, 
definendolo “assolutamente brillante” e “super intelligente”, tanto per la sua eco-
sostenibilità quanto per il basso costo: “elementi fondamentali se si considera che il la 
popolazione di Cape Town è in rapidissima crescita e che la città necessita di 350000 
nuovi alloggi”.  
  
David Mohney , presidente del Premio ha così commentato:  “L’elegante soluzione della 
residenza monofamiliare a basso costo mostra cosa si può realizzare avendo a 
disposizione materiali semplici e una notevole sensibilità per i bisogni delle comunità 
locali. Le idee alla base del progetto sono l’esatto esempio di quanto il Curry Stone 
Design Prize si augura di promuovere ed incoraggiare nel vasto campo della 
progettazione, poiché, ora più che mai, è il mondo a necessitare di questo genere di 
progetti”. Gli altri finalisti del premio, ciascuno dei quali ha ricevuto una somma pari a 
10000 dollari, sono Shawn Frayne , Wes Janz , Marjetica Potr �  e Antonio Scarponi . 
 
  
  

  Scheda progetto: 10X10 Design Indaba House - (MMA Architects) 
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October 10, 2008 
Inhabitat.com 
Affordable and still Green: Sandbag Houses by MMA A rchitects 
by Olivia Chen 

On Fridays, we feature homes that we feel are environmentally responsible, but as one 
might suspect, architecture can also be good for the soul. MMA Architects  recently 
completed a home built out of timber and sandbags  - and became the winner of the 
Curry Stone Foundation Prize this year. The prize is awarded to individuals or groups 
that create architecture that has the potential to make positive changes in a community 
by offering shelter, community health, peace, or clean water, air and food. This sandbag 
house was built for a mere $6,000, making it affordable for low-income housing. The 
design also utilizes uncomplicated techniques- and was constructed with the help of its 
future residents who were able to gain a sense of ownership through the building 
process. 

While these homes are not necessarily 
decked out with solar panels and energy-
efficient insulation, the design and 
construction of the home takes advantage 
of techniques that conserve money and 
resources. First, the home uses 
inexpensive local materials which cuts 
down on transportation. Second, the home 
utilizes EcoBeams , a system of building 
that replaces brick-and-mortar with 
sandbags. The system is reported to be 
just as strong as a brick system and uses 

less timber than traditional construction. 

The home is the first in a community of 10 
other homes to be built in Freedom Park, near 
Cape Town in South Africa. The homes are the 
result of the 10 x 10 Housing Project , a 
project challenging 10 architecture teams to 
develop plans for low-cost housing. 

Luyunda Mpahlwa has said that he plans on 
using the prize money- $100,000- to build more 
of these homes, and to send underprivileged 
students to architecture school. 
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+ MMA Architects   + Curry Stone 
Foundation  + EcoBeam Technologies  

via Dezeen, Green Building Elements and The 
Architect’s Newspaper 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out Luyanda Mpahlwa’s 
acceptance speech for the Curry Stone 
prize on YouTube. 
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October 16, 2008  
The Chronicle of Philanthropy 
Awards 
 
The following awards have been presented for work i n advocacy, fund raising, 
nonprofit leadership, philanthropy, and other areas : 

Architecture and design. The University of Kentucky College of Design (Louisville) has 
announced the winner of the Curry Stone Design Prize, which recognizes designers who 
improve the human spirit, increase awareness of the environment, or respond to an area 
of need. The $100,000 award went to MMA Architects (Cape Town), for designing low-
cost housing that is energy-efficient and requires little or no electricity or skilled labor to 
construct. 

Arts. The Business Committee for the Arts (New York) has announced the winners of its 
BCA Ten: the Best Companies Supporting the Arts in America, which recognizes 
businesses that have supported the arts in recent years through grants, volunteer 
programs, matching gifts, local partnerships, sponsorships, and board membership. The 
winners are: Anadarko Petroleum Corporation (Houston), Brown-Forman Corporation 
(Louisville, Ky.), Emprise Bank (Wichita, Kan.), First Tennessee (Memphis), H&R Block 
(Kansas City, Mo.), Limited Brands (Columbus, Ohio), Northwestern Mutual 
(Milwaukee), Sweetwater Sound (Fort Wayne, Ind.), Wachovia (Charlotte, N.C.), and 
Zions First National Bank (Salt Lake City). In addition, James R. Houghton, chairman 
emeritus of Corning Inc.  

(Corning, N.Y), was named the winner of the BCA Leadership Award, which recognizes 
individuals whose commitment and leadership champion the arts, and Deutsche Bank 
(New York) was named to the BCA Hall of Fame for its long-term support of the arts. 

Minorities. The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has announced the recipients of its National 
Leadership in Action Award, which recognizes work done by nonprofit organizations and 
philanthropic institutions to aid minorities. Each winner receives a $50,000 grant and an 
original art piece. The recipients are: 

-- Access (Dearborn, Mich.), for its commitment to providing economic and social 
services to Arab immigrants, Arab Americans, and non-Arabs, while removing language 
and cultural barriers. 

-- Native Americans in Philanthropy (Minneapolis), for its work to promote giving to 
Native American communities, while providing professionaldevelopment opportunities 
and support for Native Americans working in the field of philanthropy. 

-- Potlatch Fund (Seattle), for its work to inspire the tradition of giving in Native American 
communities in the Northwest and to promote economic development, civic participation, 
and the overall well-being of Native American people. 
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-- Rose Community Foundation (Denver, Colo.), for its leadership in advancing cross-
cultural collaborations with Denver's Latino population and its support of actions that 
strengthen philanthropic participation in minority areas. 

-- Twenty-First Century Foundation (New York), for its efforts to encourage strategic 
giving to black communities. 

Nonprofit leadership. The Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Foundation (Washington) has 
announced the recipients of its 2008 Exponent Awards, which honor midcareer leaders 
of the foundation's grantees. Following are the winners, whose organizations will each 
receive a $100,000 cash grant: 

-- Mary Brown, executive director and co-founder, Life Pieces to Masterpieces 
(Washington) 

-- Julie Chapman, president, NPower Greater D.C. Region (Washington) 

-- Steve Galen, president and chief executive, Primary Care Coalition of Montgomery 
County (Silver Spring, Md.) 

-- Anne Corbett, executive director, Cultural Development Corporation (Washington) 

-- Veronica Nolan, executive director, Urban Alliance (Washington) 

Nonprofit management. The Drucker Institute at Claremont Graduate U. (Calif.) has 
presented the 2008 Peter F. Drucker Award for Nonprofit Innovation to KickStart 
International (San Francisco). The $35,000 award recognizes the organization's efforts 
to fight poverty in Africa by creating and selling simple tools that help poor entrepreneurs 
increase their income. 

The award also recognized Hidden Harvest (Coachella, Calif.), which received $7,500 
for its program to gather produce that has been left behind in fields and orchards after 
harvest and deliver it to organizations that serve poor people. The Calvert Foundation 
(Bethesda, Md.) received $5,000 for its program to raise money from investors and lend 
it to nonprofit organizations and social entrepreneurs working around the world to 
alleviate poverty and promote sustainable development. 

Substance abuse. Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (Alexandria, Va.) 
presented its 2008 Humanitarian of the Year award to HBO, for its Addiction project, a 
multimedia campaign and documentary series aimed at helping Americans understand 
addiction as a treatable brain disease. The organization also presented its 2008 Drug-
Free Kids Award to the Consumer Healthcare Products Association (Washington), for its 
work to stop the abuse of cough medicine. 
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October 20, 2008 
Lunch over  IP (A TED Europe Blog) 
Housing, energy, sanitation: the Curry Stone Design  Prize winner 
 
The Curry Stone Prize for humanitarian design was handed out in Louisville recently. 
The winners (US$ 100'000 plus recognition at the Venice Architecture Biennale) were 
Luyanda Mphahlwa and Mphethi Morojele, two architects from South Africa for their 
design of energy-efficient homes made using timber and sandbags for infill for a Cape 
Town family. 
 
The other finalists were Shawn Frayne, inventor of the Windbelt, the world's first non-
turbine wind-powered generator; Wes Janz, architect and associate professor at Ball 
State University, Indiana, whose work is inspired by the ingenuity of slum dwellers who 
build shelters from scavenged materials; Marjetica Potrc, an artist and architect whose 
"dry toilet" design, which converts human waste to fertilizer, is now used in barrios in 
Caracas, Venezuela; and Antonio Scarponi, an architect whose project, "Dreaming 
Wall," casts text messages on a wall in Milan, using technology and design to "jam" 
conventional social orders and illuminate the socio-political lines that unite and divide us. 
Wayne Hall has a great write-up of the award ceremony, full of details. 

 

 


